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**************************************** 
FROM THE PASTOR… 

     I love the old hymn written by Katherine 
Hankey in 1868  “ I love to tell the story, ‘twill 
be my theme in glory, to tell the old, old story of 
Jesus and his love.” 
 
     We have a great story to tell here at 
Fairview. We are a church that is on the move!  
We are growing in sprit, in our faith and in our 
friendship with our neighbors. It is so much fun 
to be a part of this ministry on the east side of 
Binghamton.    
     My prayer is that 2015 will be the year 
where we take the next step in telling our story.  
Sometimes I fear we hold back.  The first way 
to tell our story is one-on-one with others.  Tell 
the friends at work or school about the 
awesome children’s pageant, the delicious 
dinner or how we reach out with our Food 
Pantry.  Mention our marvelous Young Adult 
Group, tell something you learned at Sisters of 
Lydia Bible Study or tell of some music that 
inspired you. It is a non-threatening way to say  
to others “I go to church and here’s one reason 
why.” 

      We need to tell our story to each other. If 
you are a group sponsoring an event make 
sure we all know about it in advance. Put 
something in the newsletter, put a blurb in the 
bulletin, make an insert, hang up flyers, offer 
personal invites. Don’t leave it to the staff  to 
create the enthusiasm for your event.  And 
when it is all over, communicate what you did 
and help folks see what they missed. Also 
remember that we have several homebound 
friends and one of their connections with the 
church is the newsletter.  
       Can we take the next step and tell others?  
Can groups put an AD in the paper or use the 
free media of TV announcements or posters in 
public places? Did anyone see the beautiful 
ADs the United Methodist Women had in the 
paper for their Christmas Bazaar and Victorian 
Tea?  Could you make use of the sandwich 
board we have, or the community events sign?  
Be creative.  How about using balloons, or 
have people stand on Robinson Street with 
Advertising Signs, create invitation door 
hangers and target different streets?  Probably 
one of the most underutilized ways of getting 
the word out is our website and Facebook 
page. I challenge every group when planning 
an event to have something on Facebook or 
our website to let people know what’s ahead.  
(See Marcia Focht)   If folks share it on their 
page it goes out to hundreds of people. 
       During Lent this year I invite you to share 
your faith story. We will be making our own 
version of the Upper Room.  Can you name a 
time when you felt God’s presence? Some 
people call them “God Moments.”   I invite you 
to find a short scripture, relate the story in a 
few paragraphs and close with a few sentence 
prayer.  I will be looking for someone to type 
this and help compile the book. (Any 
volunteers?)  Stories are needed by the end of 
January.  Why not try to write one and hand it 
in? Let’s tell the story of God at work in our 
lives. 
       I personally LOVE to tell the story of the 
good things happening here at church. Will you 
join me in telling others our story too?  
Thankfully we have many good things to share! 

 
 Happy 2015! 

                              Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship 
During January 2015 
 
January 4  Pastor Marcia Focht preaching 
Greeter:      Linda Merritt 
Liturgist:     Blenda Smith 
Ushers:      Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,  
                   Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:      Mike Purdy 
Scriptures: Isaiah 60:1-6 
                   Matthew 25:1-6 
Sermon:     “The thing about light is…..” 
  
January 11  Celebrating Jesus Baptism 
Greeter:     Joan Murray 
Liturgist:     Debbie McMichael 
Ushers:      Ryan Andres, Jim Burlingame, 
                   Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:      Riley Spencer 
Crucifer:     Jessica Spencer  
Scriptures:  Genesis 1:1-5, Acts 19:1-7 
                    Mark 1:4-11                                       
Sermon:    “Life Giving Waters” 
 
January 18 
Greeter:     Jim & Pat Kavalesky  
Liturgist:     Jeanne Randall 
Ushers:      Alan Slocum, Mark Slocum 
                   Matthew Slocum, Bob Smith 
Acolyte:      Marlee O’Malley 
Scriptures:  I Samuel 3:1-20 
                   John 1:43-51 
Sermon:     “Hearing God’s Voice Calling” 
 
January 25 
Greeeter:    Bill Bentley 
Liturgist:      Sarah Eastman 
Ushers:       Joan Murray, Shirley Cunningham 
                    Penny Daugherty, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:       Erin Bentley 
Crucifer:      Connor Carangelo 
Scriptures:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
                    Mark 1:14-20 
Sermon:      “Thinking we can hide from God” 
 
 
 

    
 
Our Worship Attendance 
December 7       112 
December 14     102 
December 21  86 
December 24     175 
December 28       64 
  
 
Remember Our “Seniors” 
 
Bridgewater Nursing Home   
Doris Dressler, Bridgewater #431 
                         159 Front Street,       
                          Binghamton 13904 
 
Good Shepherd Fairview Home 
Marjorie Button      Good Shepherd Fairview          
                               80 Fairview Avenue 
                               Binghamton 13904 

                
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
At Home 
Dorothy Brader     80 Moeller Street    
                              Binghamton 13904      
Betty Buck      209 E Frederick Street     
                        Binghamton 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                             Binghamton 13901         
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                           Binghamton 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton 13904-1335    
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton 13904 
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Our sympathies are extened 
to the Emmons Family.  Recently both lost 
parents, Cindy’s father and Kevin’s mother. 
 
NEW MEMBER WELCOMED 
On December 28th  we welcomed  
Judy Andrews into the Fairview church family: 
 
 
 

 
        
A special THANK YOU goes to: 
 
-Karon Lewis for her gift of prayer shawls 
-The UMW and all who helped with the lovely 
Victorian Tea and Holiday Bazaar 
-Steve Deinhardt who covered for Dan Fish, 
our custodian. 
-Robin Eastman and Deb McMichael for their 
lovely job decorating our church and Narthex 
area  
-Jamie Andres, Tammy Klossner, Barb Becker, 
Deb McMichael and all those who helped 
make our Christmas dinner, fudge sale and 
pageant such a wonderful evening filled with 
joy!  
-All who fulfilled their commitment to the church 
by pledging for 2015 
 
From the Emmons Family…. 
On behalf of our entire family, we thank 
everyone for their support during the last few 
weeks as Cindy lost her father, and Kevin his 
mother. The outpouring of cards, calls, and 
visits was truly overwhelming and appreciated. 
A very special thanks to Pastor Jan for her 
ministry to Cindy's entire family, and for 
handling Dad's services as his Pastor was 
away. It is times like this when the warmth of 
our church really shines through.   
 
Thank you from Pastor Jan 
I wanted to offer a word of thanks for your 
many cards, gifts and other goodies given to 
me at Christmas.  Special thanks to the gift 
card to the SPA given to me at the Christmas 

Dinner and the gift card to AC Moore from our 
choirs. Also...Thank you to so many who gave 
of their time and talent  to provide such a great 
season at church! I am blessed. 
 
 
Church Leadership Training Event   
Saturday January 31 from 9:00am –1:00pm 
8:30 Registration  Central United Methodist 
Church on 17 Nanticoke Ave in Endicott  
Special training for Council Chairs, Finance, 
Trustees, PPR, Lay Leaders and Lay 
Members.  Council Members at FUMC are 
encouraged to attend this important event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEASON OF LENT begins on Wednesday, 
February 18th.  Our Ash Wednesday Service 
will be at 7:30pm.   On four Wednesdays 
during Lent (February 23, March 4,11,18) we 
will gather for Soup of Scripture, a time of 
sharing a meal and studying scripture together.  
There will be two groups again this year:  
noon-1:30 and 6-7:30.    There will be a sign-up 
sheet for attending and to sign up to bring soup 
or bread.   Please set this time aside to nurture 
your spiritual self during Lent. 
 
 
 One of the loveliest uses for 
imagination is to put ourselves in the 
place of other people, thereby being 
better able to see how to help 
them.            ~ Hannah Hurnard 

FAIRVIEW UMC 
CHICKEN & BISCUIT 

DINNER 
Saturday, Febraury 17 

4:00-6:30 
adults $9, children $4.50 
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FOOD PANTRY 
Each Monday in the early afternoon the 
sandwich board sign is moved to the sidewalk 
on Bigelow Street.  It tells folks that we we 
have a Food Pantry and will be open from 4-6.  
During the appointed time many come through 
our doors and receive a warm welcome and a 
bag of food. 
 
Here are some pretty astonishing numbers  
from the weekly records that are kept. 
     
    Served from July to December 2014 
   898 adults + 476 children = 1,374 people fed 
   3 meals per person = 4,122 meals provided                
 
There is no shortage of need!  There is 
however a little shortage of help.  Some very 
faithful people would like to add your name 
next to theirs on the list of pantry volunteers!  
Please consider volunteering.  If you have 
questions or need more information or want to 
volunteer call Sue Barton (724-0798) or 
Michelle Newkirk (624-6766). 
 
The generous donations of food and money 
received from members and friends enable this 
ministry to continue on a weekly basis.  The 
shopping list is posted below.  Keep the food  
coming!  Thank you! 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY SHOPPING LIST 
1. Peanut Butter        
2. Jelly                  
3. Canned Vegetables 
4. Tuna 
5. Soups 
6. Spaghetti Sauce   
7. Canned Fruits & Applesauce 
8. Fruit Juice 
9. Rice & Rice Mixes 
10. Pasta 
11. Macaroni & Cheese 
12. Cold Cereals 
13. Pancake Mix & Syrup 
 
Personal Care items are distributed periodically 
Toilet Paper, Tissues, Bar Soap,Shampoo, 
Deodorant, Tooth Paste & Tooth Brushes 

SPIRTITUAL DEVELOPMENT     
We had a joyous celebration at this year's 
Christmas Pageant and Baked Ziti Dinner. We 
had about 180 people in attendance! Guests 
enjoyed several musical performances from 
our church's bell choir, a chance to support 
students going to Sky Lake with the purchase 
of homemade fudge, and a very special visit 
from Santa Claus himself. Jamie Andres, 
Chair, and Liz Clark, Co-Chair would like to 
send extra special thank you's to the Spiritual 
Development Committee, to all of those who 
helped make the evening a success, and to 
everyone who came to participate in this 
wonderful event. This year instead of asking for 
a good will offering at the dinner, Spiritual 
Development encouraged everyone to 
prayerfully consider their Christmas Advent 
Gift to Fairview Church. The evening was a 
way to celebrate the special Gifts and 
Talents of everyone involved; they were 
considered God's Gifts and what a better way 
to celebrate these, than with faith and 
fellowship in the coming of Christ's birth.  
     We would like to wish you and your family a 
very Happy New Year!  
 
~Liz Clark, Chair 
 
 
 FROM SKY LAKE  
Upcoming events 
January 16-19 – Family Winter Weekend I 
February 6-8 – Sr High Youth Winter Weekend 
February 13-16 – Family Winter Weekend II 
March 13-15 – Fellows of the Forest 
April 10-12 – Rejuvenate: A Spring Ladies of  
                      the Lake Experience 
 
Gentleman mark your calendars! March 13-
15.  Sky Lake is offering a special retreat for 
men: Fellows of the Forest .  Watch for details 
as the date gets closer. 
 
Go to www.skylakecenter.org for detailed 
information and registration forms. 
	  
	  



 5 

  FROM PASTOR JAN 
 
   
     Special thanks go to our choirs for the 
wonderful music they offered to us during the 
Advent and Christmas season. They even had 
extra rehearsals in order to provide their gifts to 
you. As always Katie is a gift to all of us!  We 
give thanks for the anthem that John Palmer 
bought for his wife Bev for Christmas. 
    Last month we welcomed the musical group 
Shepherd and Ewe.  The Shepherds blessed 
us with their gifts on the piano and cello. 
     Many of us enjoyed caroling through the 
streets of Binghamton on a horse drawn 
wagon. We passed out many invitations to our 
church and it was another way to share 
Christmas joy with our neighbors.            
 
 
Space Available  
Fellowship Hall and Office Space for Rent 
Fairview United Methodist Church 
245 Robinson Street, Binghamton NY 13904 
Fellowship Hall (49 ½ by 29)  
Perfect for Adult day care, exercise or weight 
loss class. 
Office space (14 by 11) 
Off street Parking available 
For more information call Church 724-6886 or 
Dave Gardiner @ 624-2831 
 
 
ATTENTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
The book Shifts is now available for your pick 
up.  Each member is to pick up the book and 
read the introdictopm and chapter one for our 
first 2015 meeting on January 19 at 6:30PM. 
Please sign your name so we know who has 
received a book.  
 
Please Note:  Committee Reports for Council 
Meeting are due by January 16. 

  
 
FROM MISSION & OUTREACH  
 
     Fairview United Methodist Church is taking 
Missions to the streets. Sunday , January 18, 
we will join forces with the Eastside Church of 
Christ and serve free soup on the street after 
services.  We need 3 volunteers willing to get a 
little chilly and meet those in our neighborhood 
to serve soup from noon -2pm. Also 3 batches 
of soup would be greatly appreciated. Anyone 
interested in taking Missions outside our 4 
walls please contact Sue Boucher 724-5084.  
     Monthly dinners at Whitney Place continue 
to warm the hearts and souls of the residents 
at the Rescue Mission. The gentlemen get 
such pleasure out of good home cooked 
meals; the thank yous are never ending. If you 
want to start this new year on the right foot and 
help out those less fortunate than ourselves 
please consider volunteering. It is only for 2 
hours and you get to know those who sit next 
to you in our pews in a different way when 
working side by side.  
     February 28 is the date for the Rescue 
Missions annual 5k at BCC. Our church will 
again be walking to help raise money for a 
great cause. More information to come in 
future bulletins. 
 
~ Sue Boucher, Mission & Outreach Chair 
 

SISTERS OF LYDIA 
    Sisters of Lydia welcomed the holiday 
season with a shared meal.   Everyone brought 
a delicious dish to pass and we shared in faith 
and sisterhood. 
    We are looking forward to the New Year and 
continuing our discussions on Women of 
Faith.  We gather on the first Monday of the 
month at 6:30pm.  We welcome one and all to 
come and join us on this journey. We would 
love to have you join with us.   
 
~ Sue Papastrat 
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LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
 
January 17 – Chicken & Biscuit Dinner 
January 18  –  Joining with the UCC Church to         
              serve free soup at noon 
February 18 – Lent Begins with Ash    
               Wednesday Service @ 7:30 
February 25, March 4,11, 18 – Soup &      
               Scripture at Noon and 6:30 
                             
See the enclosed calendar for church meetings 
and additional activities 
 
 
FAMILY MINISTRIES    

 
Greetings from your Family 
Ministry Committee! 
    
     
      THE LORD HAS COME.  HALLELUJAH!!  
The Family Ministry Committee hopes that 
everyone enjoyed the Christmas season and 
all the joy that it has to offer.  Hopefully we are 
all getting over and are gaining strength back 
from the stomach bug that we shared this past 
month.  May the healing hands of the Lord be 
upon us. 
     Now it is a New Year: a new beginning to 
share in our faith and ministry together as a 
church family.    There are members of our 
congregation that are unable to attend church 
because they do not have transportation to and 
from.  Sometimes the weather adds to the 
inability of being able to attend.   If you would 
be interested in providing transportation to 
someone who needs a ride to worship (even 
just a Sunday or two), or you yourself need a 
ride, please call the church office at 607 724 
6886.  
     The Family Ministry committee is excited 
that due to a very generous donation, we 

hosted the 2nd annual Horse and Wagon 
Caroling on December 21st from 1-3pm.   
There was a light lunch of soup and bread after 
worship and then we spent  time caroling 
around the East side of Binghamton, handing 
out invitations to our Christmas Eve service.  
Over a hundred invites were handed out.  So 
many of our church family (from seniors to little 
babies) were able to participate in such a 
wonderful time of reaching outside of our 
church walls and inviting others in.    
     In February, Family Ministry will be hosting 
a “Healthy Heart” Social Hour.  There will be 
healthy snacks and you will have the 
opportunity to have your blood pressure taken 
by one of our gifted church members.   
     Next meeting:  January 19th, in the Bouton 
Room, after worship.   
     We look forward to spending this New Year 
with you growing in our faith and ministry.   
 
In Christian Love,   Jennifer Evans 
 
 
From the WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 As many of you have read, and heard, 
MacLennan's closed on December 24th. They 
and their family supported our church for many, 
many years, providing altar bouquets at the 
same low price and we appreciate their 
service. We have contacted Endicott Florist, 
who have agreed to take over the delivery of 
flowers for our alter. At this time we are 
keeping the cost of the alter flowers at $25, 
although this may mean smaller bouquets.  We 
look forward to working with Endicott Florist, 
another longtime tradition in the Triple Cities 
area! 
  
~ Cindy Emmons, Chair 
 
 
 
Fear freezes life. 
       Faith thaws it out. 
              

             ~ Harry Emerson Fosdick       
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Happy New Year! 
     While November was a good month due having 
5 Sunday’s with no major expenditures, our year-to-
date numbers are not so good. 

November	  Actuals	  

	   2014	  

Nov	  

	  2014	  

Nov	  YTD	  

	  

CarryOver	   	   	  	  	  	  (3,923)	   	  

Revenue	   	  	  	  13,703	   	  123,308	   	  

Expenses	   	  (11,193)	   (139,202)	   	  

	   	  	  	  	  2,510	   	  	  (19,816)	   	  

 
     As you can see our expenses are higher 
than our revenue by almost $20,000.  This is 
mainly attributable to our actual pledges being 
lower than what was committed to at the 
beginning of the year coupled with the effects 
of not having the tenants. 
     As we start this New Year, I am hoping that 
pledges will be met in order to meet our 
expenes.  We will be publishing our 2015 
budget in the next few weeks.  I hope to bring 
to light the importance of all of us making our 
commitment to our church.  We need 2015 to 
be a better year financially or major changes 
will have to be made. 
     Our first dinner is the Chicken and Biscuit 
dinner on January 17th.  Please remember to 
spread the word to your friends and families.  
These dinners are a major fundraiser for our 
church. 
     Also, don’t forget to get your Request for 
Fundraiser forms in-the sooner the better. 
     Here’s to a blessed New Year! 
 
~ Barb Crane,  Finance Chair   
 
 

      
 

 
FROM THE OFFICE - Carol 
 
 
E-Mail PRAYER CHAIN & CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS….. 
 
The church e-mail address book is being 
‘reconstructed’.   Until I hear from you I do not 
have your e-mail!  Please contact the office 
with your e-mail address and indicate if you 
would like to be included on the Prayer Chain 
and for the announcements/reminders that are 
sent out periodically.    
      
              fairviewumc@verizon.net 
    
 
 
 
Church Council reports are due in the office 
by January 16. 
 
 
The March Family Circle deadline is Friday, 
February 20th.   
 
 
 
 
      

 
    
 
Church Office Hours  
9:00 am to 2:00 pm  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 
 
Website:  Check us out at 
www.fairviewumcbinghamton.wordpress.com  


