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************************************************************************************* 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
     
     How many United Methodist’s does it take to change a light bulb?  CHANGE??? Who said there 
was going to be a change?  Often in life we want to have different results but we keep doing the same 
things.  That is often the case in the church. We want to reach out to younger people and families and 
become more diverse but part of us want to keep the traditions of the church that have served us in 
the past.  
    I am a good Methodist.   I am about as methodical as they come. I even use a certain coffee mug 
based on the day of the week.  (God help you if you use my Sunday mug…)  The trick is to constantly 
reevaluate what went well and what needs to be changed.  There are some traditions that need to 
remain and others that need to change with the times.  
    The other night at Finance Committee there were some wonderful new ideas presented for Fund 
Raising. (We hope eventually we won’t need any of these when our membership is able to support 
our budget.)  We have omitted two of our community dinners.  It has become harder to find volunteers 
to cook and assist and the dinners tend to reach an older audience. We will still enjoy several of our 
dinners but have added other ideas too. Get ready to buy some Krispy Kreme Donuts and start 
collecting your quarters!  Other ideas will be presented later that might help us reach a wider and 
more diverse audience. 
    Last year we tried having an earlier children’s service at Christmas Eve and we added babysitting 
for Soup and Scripture nights.  Success! Last winter we took soup outside and warmed people with 
our friendship.  We held the Christmas Pageant during worship (instead of on the stage) and offered 
a lighter lunch to follow. Success! We have added some instruments and singers to our Praise Band 
and they are taking more of a lead during worship. It has really lifted our praise-o-meter! 
     This year we will have different Sunday School classes offer something during worship on various 
weeks instead of having one children’s service in June.  Why?  We want to support children from 
divorced families who are only in Sunday School every other week. To find one day when they are all 
present doesn’t seem to work. We may begin a contemporary service. Why? Maybe you love our 
service as it is. We always want to be thinking about the people who are not here yet. Some have to 
work on Sunday mornings.  Others do not care to sing the” Old Rugged Cross” but would love to add 
their voice to a praise song. 
    As the fresh winds of the spirit continue to sweep through our church we are always evolving and 
tweaking things to become more vital in our witness.  I have often said that the last words of any 
dying church will be “We never did it that way before.”   Let us work together to embrace the changes 
as they come. 
       
 

Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship 
During March 2016 
 
March 6    Reception of New Members 
Rev. David Kofahl, District Superintendent 
preaches and Diane Kofahl offers piano solo.   
Greeter:   Lori Derrick 
Liturgist:   Deb McMichael 
Ushers:    Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                 Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:    Mike Purdy 
 
 
March 13   
Greeter:    Joan Murray 
Liturgist:    Joe Coons 
Ushers:     Ryan Andres, Jim Burlingame,                   
                 Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley 
Crucifer:   Jessica Spencer 
Scripture:  Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm 126 
                  John 12:1-8 
Serrmon:  “Standin in the Need of Prayer” 
 
 
March 20  (Palm Sunday) 
Greeter:    Pat Grant 
Liturgist:    Matthew Slocum 
Ushers:     Alan Slocum, Mark Slocum               
                 Matthew Slocum, Paul O’Malley 
Acolyte:     Marlee O’Malley 
Scripture:  Psalm 118, Luke 19:28-40 
Sermon:    “Who are you in the crowd?” 

 
March 24 – Maundy Thursday  7:30 
Greeter:  Karen Gdovin 
 
 
March 27  (Easter Sunday) 
Greeter:     Dawn Spencer 
Liturgist:    Marcia Focht 
Ushers:     Joan Murray, Shirley Cunningham 
                  Penny Daugherty, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:     Erin Bentley 
Scripture:  Acts 10:34-43, John 20:1-18 
Sermon:    “New Life” 
 
 
 

Remember Our “Seniors” 
 
Let’s remember our seniors and those who are 
shut-in….give a call, send a note or make a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck      209 E Frederick Street     
                        Binghamton 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                             Binghamton 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                           Binghamton 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                           Binghamton 13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton 13904-1335  
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton 13904   
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 
 
February 7      123 
February 10      60      (Ash Wednesday)       
February 14      90       
February 21    103 
February 28    103  
 
                             
 



 3 

 
           

 
 

SOUP and SCRIPTURE 
 
We continue to gather on Wednesdays during 
Lent for a chance to grow in our friendship with 
God and each other.  Join us at lunch or dinner 
for homemade soup, bread and water.  Each 
week Pastor Jan and some guests will offer a 
brief Bible Study followed by an opportunity to 
discuss questions in small groups.  We start 
and end with some singing and you don't need 
to know anything about the Bible to attend. 
Please sign up to come, bring soup or bread 
and enjoy this time together.  Remaining dates 
are March 2, 9 and 16. Lunch group meets 12-
1:30 and Dinner Group meets 6-7:30 PM  
Babysitting at night is provided. 
 
 
A special THANK YOU goes to: 
-  Myrt Buchanan, Josie Reinhardt, Joan 
Murray, Joe and Shirley Coons for folding 
the Lenten Devotional book 
-  Michelle Newkirk and Celeste Keefe for 
taking over the Chicken and Biscuit Dinner. 
Many thanks to the team who helped them, 
and all the dessert bakers 
-  All who offered a devotion for our Lenten 
Booklet 
-  All who made soup and brought bread for 
Soup and Scripture 
 
 
THANK YOU…. 
I would like to take this opportunity to offer 
some long overdue thank yous. To Pastor Jan 
who gives me ideas and keeps me reigned in. 
To Carol Carpenetti who takes time to look and 
give me her opinions on what I am doing.  And 

to Michael Garren and his long arms; it’s a big 
help to someone who is short. I would also like 
to thank the Youth Group for putting up the 
Chrismon Tree this year and to the United 
Methodist Men for helping with the decorations 
in the Sanctuary for Advent.  And finally to my 
dear friend Debbie McMichael who has been 
my right hand.  She has helped me get the 
church ready for Advent, Lent and Easter for 
the last three years. Her help and friendship 
are beyond measure and I am blessed for all 
she does.  Thanks you Fairview for being such 
a wonderful church family. 
                God Bless,  Robin Eastman 
 
 
REJUVENATE ….  April 8-10 
Join Pastor Jan, chaplain and retreat leader, at 
Sky Lake for this time of renewal.  Take a walk 
in the woods, listen to a story teller, make a 
spring wreath.  Learn how to make sushi, go to 
a Bible Study, plant seeds, get a massage, 
make an Iris Card or get pampered by BOCES 
students of cosmetology. Reminder that our 
Spiritual Development committee offered $50 
for anyone who wishes to go. After a long 
winter, treat yourself to this time to renew.  
Bring a friend! 
Information available at www.skylakecenter.org 
Cost:  Underwood Lodge $240, Riley Lodge $200  
          $25 discount if register prior to March 18th  
 
 
SISTERS OF LYDIA 
Sisters of Lydia is a wonderful array of women 
who join in fellowship the first Monday of each 
month.  With Spring in the air and the Lenten 
Season upon us, we would love to have you 
join our table Our next meeting for Sisters of 
Lydia is March 7th at 6pm.  Hope you can join 
us. 
 
 
 

Think health  -  eat sparingly, 
exercise regularly, walk a lot, and 
think positively about yourself. 
              
              ~ Norman Vincent Peale 
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                       FROM PASTOR JAN 

 
     We were happy to welcome some musical 
guests this month.  Guitar playing Dan Burdick 
from Windsor UMC came and offered a solo 
and also accompanied our anthem " A Poor 
Wayfaring Stranger" on the mandolin. On 
February 28 we enjoyed the music from 
"Shepherd and Ewe."  (piano and cello) 
     We welcome Deidre Barr (to Chancel and 
Bell  Choirs) and Kelvin Lee(to Bells and 
Praise Band).  Special thanks to our choirs for 
rehearsing on Saturday to make room on 
Wednesday nights for our Soup and Scripture 
Study.   
     Our children's choir is always a delight 
under the awesome leadership of our organist 
Katie.  She has just taught herself how to play 
guitar. We continue to grow as we sing and 
ring for God. 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN                                                            		
Get out your calendars and save the dates.... 
Sunday, March 20, Palm Sunday Breakfast 
8:30 am..This is a free event that we have 
been doing for the last several years and the 
whole church is invited!  
Saturday, April16 is our Spring Rummage 
Sale..starting after Easter items can be brought 
in and put in the room left of the stage.  
Friday, May 6 is going to be our Mother/Child 
Banquet with tickets going on sale Sunday, 
April 17. We are very excited to have our new 
United Methodist Men's group as the cooks. 
More details to follow soon. 
     We continue to invite all women from 14 
yrs. old on up to our meetings the second 
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 in the Bouton 
Room. For questions, concern or comments 
please contact Sue Boucher  
724-5084 or sdb13903@hotmail.com 

	~	Sue Boucher, UMW President							

     
 
 
 
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Come and Find the Quiet Center” 
[from the Faith We Sing songbook] 

 
Come and find the quiet center 
in the crowded life we lead, 

find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 

Clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes that we can see 

all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 

 
 
 

Some special things 
you won't want to miss 

 
Sunday, March 6  We welcome our District 
Superintendent,  Rev David Kofal who will 
give the sermon and his wife Diane who 
will offer a musical prelude. We rejoice as 
we welcome new members.  (Note: no 
communion) 
 
March 20   Palm Sunday  breakfast provided 
by our United Methodist Women and worship 
featuring our bell and chancel choirs. 
 
Thursday, March 24  @ 7:30 PM  We gather 
in the Fellowship Hall for Maundy Thursday 
worship. We will  gather at tables placed in 
the shape of a cross and eat some symbolic 
foods for Passover and share in holy 
communion.  
 
Easter Sunday  March 27   We celebrate the 
Resurrection with music by our Chancel and 
Bell Choirs. 
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MISSION & OUTREACH  
     On Sunday, February 21, 8 enthusiastic 
chefs  brightened Fellowship Hall with their 
creations. Approximately 40 taste testers stood 
in line to receive their delectable samples. After 
their ballots were cast and counted the winners 
were: Chef Sandy Burlingame for her Hearty 
Steak Soup and Chef Gary Loichle  for his Fire 
House Chili.  A total of $265 was collected from 
those who took part. A big THANK YOU to all 
who took time out of their busy schedules to 
make our 1st Annual Soup/Chili Cook Off a 
success...especially John Mack, cook from 
Rescue Mission, Karen Gdovin, Debbie 
McMichael, Pastor Jan, Liz Gdovin and Sue 
Barton. Talk has already started about next 
year's event! 
     I would like to also thank the many families 
who have donated sheets for the Rescue 
Mission. To date we have 15 sets with one 
more week to go. I'm sure the men will be 
pleased with our donation. During a recent 
Sunday service I announced that we had 
collected 85 hats, scarves, gloves and mittens 
for East Middle School and Binghamton High 
School. The generosity of this church just 
amazes me.  
     Lastly I would like to thank Pastor Jan and 
Blenda Smith for giving ashes and offering 
prayers on Ash Wednesday at the bus stop in 
front of our church. We are truly blessed here 
at Fairview UMC. 
 
~ Sue Boucher, Chair 

 

Do you or someone you know need a ride 
to and from church?  Any person from the 
Eastside who needs a ride can contact Pastor 
Jan or Sue Boucher. There are several 
volunteers who are willing and able to provide 
transportation. 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
     The Trustees met on February 8th and 
elected David Tyler and Robin Eastman as co-
chairs.  Many itmes were discussed including 
the security of the church.  When committees  
or groups are meeting please make sure that 
the doors are locked 15 minutes after the 
meeting has begun.  This is to insure the safety 
of all present and the church building itself. 
     The Trustees would like to thank Michael 
Garren for all the work he has been doing 
around the church. Michael has painted the 
kitchen and cleaned the floor in Fellowship 
Hall, both big tasks.  At this time he is painting 
the upstairs hall in the Sunday School wing.  
Thank you Michael. You are a blessing to our 
church family. 
     At this time, the Trustees are making a list 
of projects to be tackled in 2016. The list 
ranges from painting Sunday School rooms to 
cleaning out the third floor storage area.  Stay 
tuned for more information to come. 
 
~ Robin Eastman 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 
      
The Binghamton and Oneonta Districts UMM 
are sponsoring the annual Men’s Communion 
Breakfast on Saturday, March 19th at the 
Otego UMC. Coffee at 7:30am, Communion 
Service at 8:00 am followed by breakfast. A 
great opportunity for fellowship with other UMM 
groups. If interested in attending or have 
questions, call or see Joe Coons (724-0876).  
Possibly we can car pool. This yearly event 
takes place at various churches in the districts.  
All men are invited and welcome to attend. 
 
In Christ's service, Joe Coons 
 
 
Too many people are praying for 
mountains of difficulty to be 
removed, when what they really 
need is courage to climb them. 
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Greetings from your  
Family Ministry Committee 

    
 
Hi, I am so excited to be the new chair of 
Family Minisries and am looking forward to 
some great things in 2016! 
     Our Heart Healthy Pot Luck was a huge 
success.  I would like to thank everyone for the 
help, great food, fellowship and Sue Barton for 
taking Blood Pressures.  Out next Pot Luck is 
Sunday March 13. 
     We are looking into another Red Cross 
Blood Drive; details and information to come. 
     Mark your calendars ….United Methodist 
Night at the Ball Game will be Thursday, June 
23rd at 6:30. Cost will be $8.  Proceeds will go 
to CHOW, the Broome County Council of 
Churches, the Upper Room Prayer Line and 
Society of St. Andrew to feed the hungry. 
District Superintendent Rev. David Kofahl will 
throw the first ball.   
 
~ Nancy Price, Chair 
 
 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT  
Lenten Devotions: Our committee would like to 
thank everyone who helped with the Lenten 
Devotional and a special thank you to Carol 
and her friend Judy who worked many extra 
hours to correctly format the booklet. We hope 
that church members will read these devotions 
and grow closer to God as you learn about how 
others have done the same.  
 
Sky Lake Scholarships: Anyone interested in 
receiving a Sky Lake Scholarship this year, 
please contact Liz Gdovin or Amy Kehoe. This 
year, Amy will be meeting with campers and 
their parents to discuss (1) the individual 
fundraisers campers will be doing to raise 
money for campership funds, which will be 
Yankee Candle and Home Décor fundraisers. 
Each camper will get a packet for each and will 
be asked to sell some items in an attempt to 
help with the cost of camp. Amy will also (2) 
explain the tree project that campers will 

create, which will be on display at the 
Education Coffee Hour to help others learn 
about the individual campers. The “prayer tree 
project” is as follows: each camper will be 
given a nature pot with marbles and will be 
asked to put prayers on the branches (similar 
to our pledge tree we did with church 
members).  Both the individual fundraisers and 
the tree projects will be to do Amy/Liz by 
Easter Sunday – Sunday, March 27. 
Also, anyone wishing to donate toward the Sky 
Lake Camp Scholarships, please see Amy or 
Liz to help support our cause in getting our kids 
to camp this year. Spiritual Development will 
meet on Sunday, April 17 to decide who gets 
what scholarship. Thank you in advance to all 
who contribute to these events, either through 
your monetary donation and/or through your 
support. 
 
Soup and Scripture: We will be doing Soup and 
Scripture again this year as a way to better 
focus our energy and spirituality during the 
Lenten Season every Wednesday at 12noon 
and again at 6PM (2/17, 2/24, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 
and 3/23). Babysitting will be provided. Please 
consider signing up to make soup, bring bread, 
or help to clean at the end. Our committee will 
provide all paper products and other 
necessities. Pastor Jan will lead us in song, 
reflection, and prayer as we learn more about 
the Lenten season. Please consider this 
opportunity to expand your spirituality with 
others in our church community.  
 
Other: We will start making people aware of 
community events that could uplift your spirit. 
Inspirational concert by Mark Schultz, 
contemporary piano storyteller on April 15 at 
7PM at First Baptist Church in Johnson City for 
$10. Also, Landmark Church in Binghamton 
will host musical artist Carmen for $11.00. 
 
The Spiritual Development Committee is really 
looking forward to some exciting events 
coming up in the life of our church, and we 
hope you consider participating in any way you 
are able in order to help grow the spirituality of 
not only the church, but of yourself as well.  
 
Thank you!                  Liz Gdovin, Co-Chair 
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LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
March 2,9,16 – Soup & Scripture @ 12 & 6 
March 13 – Pot Luck Dinner 
March 19 – UMM Breakfast at Otego UMC 
March 20 – Palm Sunday Breakfast & Worship                   
March 24 – Maundy Thursday Service @ 7:30 
March 26 – UMM Breakfast 
March 27 – EASTER Celebration 
 
See the enclosed calendar for February church 
meetings and additional activities 
 
 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
2015 Final Actuals - Revised 
Revenue      $149,583 
Expenses   ($152,438) 
Loss            ($   2,855) 
      
     Last month I reported that we had a loss of 
$16,340 in 2015.  After our audit, we realized 
that a few items needed adjusting.  Mainly, we 
booked our aged health insurance liability as a 
current year expense and we shouldn’t have.  
The news, as you can see, is wonderful.  We 
almost broke even!  I look at this as another 
blessing.  We are so close.   
     We all feel the excitement here and want to 
keep the momentum moving.  Pastor Jan has a 
new member class starting with 9 people, 
might go as high as 12!   
     The finance committee has established a 
fund raising committee to try and close the gap 
on our 2016 budget.  Remember, this budget is 
what makes the church run.  It’s the salaries, 
heat, lights and maintenance of our church.  
We need to be able to pay for these basics in 
order to survive.  On the down side, we have 

lost two of our dinners - one which was 
dedicated solely to paying Ministry Shares.  
This fund raising committee has proposed 
numerous ideas, one of which we are going 
forward with.  We will be selling Krispy Kreme 
donuts.  Basically, we take orders, collect the 
money, pick the donuts up from church and 
deliver them.  We’ll pay $8 per dozen and 
make $4.25 per dozen.  If everyone who came 
to church last week bought a dozen, we will 
have made $425.  Now just think if everyone 
asks their neighbors, friends and families!!  
This fundraiser alone could replace both of the 
dinners. 
     Remember to keep up with your pledges 
and know how much every dollar is 
appreciated.  We are an awesome church and 
want to keep the excitement going! 
 
Barb Crane 
Finance Chair 
 
 
 

      
 

FROM THE OFFICE – Carol 
Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
                       9:00am to 2:00pm 

 
Phone:  607-724-6886 
E-Mail:  fairviewumc@verizon.net 

 
 
The Family Circle is available on-line at  
www.fairviewumcbinghamton.wordpress.com 
If you would prefer to read the Family Circle 
on-line please contact the office by e-mail 
or phone to have your name removed from  
the newsletter mailing list.  Thank you! 
 
April Family Circle articles are due by Friday, 
March 18th.   
 
Do you need a name tag or a church mailbox?   
Please contact the office. 
 
 


