
 1 

                The Family Circle 
A Publication of Fairview United Methodist Church 

254 Robinson Street  Binghamton, New York 

                                            607-724-6886          fairviewumc@verizon.net 
                                            www.fairviewumcbinghamton.wordpress.com 
                                                
                                                May 2016  
************************************************************************************* 
FROM THE PASTOR 
      
     The other day our Administrative Secretary came into work and picked the cups out of the trash 
left from Social Hour after worship.  She commented "you might think I'm weird but these can all be 
recyled!"   It got me thinking.  Probably all of us could do more to be more "green" and care for this 
good earth.  This week I read a quote that struck me "You can't love God and ignore the earth." 
     
     We already do some things. As a church we have rummage sales that help us give our things 
away instead of throwing them away. One person's junk is another person's treasure!  We have a 
composter and things like potato peels from dinners and coffee filters make their way out there.  We 
have a ban on anything stryfoam in the church and we recycle our bulletins. We have been replacing 
bulbs with LED bulbs. That's a start but as a church and as people of faith we need to think bigger.    
What if we consider starting a Green Team to discern what more we can do?  Maybe it would lead to 
considering installing Solar Panels (an idea that Doug's home church just installed) or low flush 
toilets. How about a community garden? How about having someone come and do an energy audit? 
     
     We can do some things at home. Can we give up using plastic bags? When you go to the grocery 
store ask for paper bags or invest in reusable ones. Do you really need that little plastic bag for your 
veggies and fruit? ( I throw my reusable bags right in the wash)  Can you choose to buy things 
without loads of packaging? Do you really need that plastic lid when you buy a fountain drink?  How 
necessary is it to put everything you purchase in a little bag?  Don't put on your plate more than you 
intend to eat. When can you walk instead of  drive? How about car pooling?  Can you shut the water 
off when you brush your teeth and take shorter showers?  Buy a composter and then use it! When we 
did that our garbage waste was cut in half and now we have ready fertilizer for our garden.  Donate 
unwanted clothes to the Thrifty Shopper (supports the Rescue Mission), the Salvation Army or a 
nearby clothing center.  
     
     The way we care for this good earth is not just an ecological issue but a moral and spiritual issue.   
It reflects the way we treat the life God has given us. It's about what happens to our neighbors, our 
family and future generations. 
     
     And there was Carol, scooping out the cups from Social Hour... I still have lots to learn.  Let's 
make a difference in the way we care for God's good earth. 
 
                                                 Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship - May 2016 
 
May 1  Holy Communion   
Greeter:    Joan Murray      
Liturgist:    Ellen Gardiner 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                 Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:    Mike Purdy 
Scripture: Psalm 67, Acts 16:9-15, John 5:1-9 
Sermon:   “Do you want to get well?” 
 
May 8  Ascension Day 
Greeter    Linda Purdy 
Liturgist:   Deb McMichael 
Ushers:    Ryan Andres, Jim Burlingame,                   
                 Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley    
Crucifer:   Jessica Spencer 
Scripture:  Acts 1:1-11,  Luke 24:44-53 
Serrmon:  “What’s next?” 
 
May 15  Pentecost  -  WEAR RED 
Greeter:    Michelle Newkirk 
Liturgist:   Matthew Slocum 
Ushers:    Alan Slocum, Mark Slocum               
                 Matthew Slocum, Paul O’Malley 
Acolyte:    Marlee O’Malley 
Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9, Romans 8:14-17,  
                 Acts 2:1-21 
Sermon:   “All together in one place” 
 
May 22  Confirmation Sunday 
Greeter:    Patty deClercq 
Liturgist:    Sarah Eastman 
Ushers:     Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                 Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:    Erin Bentley 
Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-10,  John 16:12-15  
Sermon:   “Before you were born I called you” 
 
May 29   
Greeter:   Patty deClercq 
Liturgist:  Leon Jicha, Sr. 
Ushers:    Ellen Gardiner, Jeremy Kimball, 
                Michael Purdy, Blenda Smith 
Acolyte:   Connor Carangelo 
Scripture: I Kings 18:20-39, Luke 7:1-10 
Sermon:  “Asking God to show up” 

 

Remember Our “Seniors” 
Let’s remember our seniors and those who are 
shut-in….give a call, send a note or make a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck     209 East Frederick Street 
                      Binghamton NY 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904-1335  
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 
 
The greates threat to our planet is 
the belief that someone else will save 
it.                              ~ Robert Swan 
 
 
 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 
 
April 3         89                
April 10       95              
April 17     107 
April 24     121 
 



 3 

A special THANK YOU goes to: 
-  all who donate cans and bottles to the church 
to help fund Sky Lake Camperships  
- Dave Tyler who has been painting doors in 
the church 
-  Michael Garren who has been painting the 
Sunday School rooms 
-  those of you who ordered some Donuts 
-  to all who help with efforts of recycling 
-  to Sue Barton for help folding bulletins 
 
 

New e-mail address 
The church is transitioning to a 
new e-mail address. Please note 
and begin to use. 
  FairviewUMChurch1@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We won't have a society if we destroy 
the environment.      - Margaret Mead 
 

SISTERS OF LYDIA 
What would an April meeting be without 
celebrating (again) Pastor Jan’s birthday….LOL… 
great way to start our meeting! Sisters of Lydia is an 
AWESOME group of women who come together 
and share their lives and join in fellowship.  Sound 
too good to be true???....come see for yourself.  Our 
next meeting is May 2nd at 6:30pm….all are 
welcome!  Remember ladies to read the next 5 
chapters…to the END.  
 
~ Sue Papastrat 
      
 
 

 MUSICAL NOTES 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
 
     Thank you to Myrt Buchanan for purchasing 
the piece "One Day at a Time" that her 
daughter Heather sang on April 3rd .  She 
dedicated it to help us all remember to take 
matters one day at a time! 
        We will be getting a baby grand piano 
from High Street UMC for our sanctuary. With 
our growing music program we need a better 
instrument and are excited about this gift 
coming our way. We may have to move things 
in the front a bit to make way for a larger piano 
but we will!  
    Our Praise Band decided to step it up and 
provide our first Contemporary Service on 
Sunday night, May 22 at 7 PM in the 
sanctuary.  We have been working hard on the 
music and the message we hope to convey in 
a new way. For now, we will have this one 
service to see how it is received and discern 
where God is calling us next.   
   Our choirs are winding down for the summer 
and I will be starting to work on musical guests 
for the summer. If you would like to sing or 
play, contact me!    

 

 
 

Saturday, May 14 
11:00 a.m. till Sold Out 

    
                  $9.00 

                   
            Take-out Only 
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Orders with payment MUST be placed by 
Wednesday, May 4th.   Pick up will be Sunday, 
May 8th.   Get an order form after Church or 
Email Dale at Korin.spencer@hotmail.com for 
an electronic order form. 

    
 Krispy Kreme “Thank You” 
     We realize most people will only buy one 
dozen Krispy Kreme donuts at best so our fund 
raiser has developed into a “thank you to our 
community”.  If you are willing to purchase 
extra dozens of donuts and note as 
undesignated, we could accomplish much: (1) 
give a “thank you” to east side businesses that 
support our church through ads and donations, 
(2) honor our local missions & ministries, and 
(3) benefit our church significantly [we earn 
$4.50 for each dozen we sell]. 
     Purchase what you want for yourself and/or 
add however many dozen donuts you will 
purchase (undesignated0 for a “thank you”.  A 
list of places is on the narthex table if you 
choose to specify your donation.  Based on the 
number of undesignated donuts ordered, we 
will distribute them fairly. Put order with 
payment into the offering plate.  Orders due by 
May 4th.  Please pray for these groups and 
give as you are able. 
         
         
 

Family Ministries Committee 
    

     Family Ministry had a meeting on April 11 at 
6:30 PM. 
     The Pictorial Directory is still in the works.  
Marcia, Jennifer, Dave and Pastor Jan are 
working on finishing up this project.   

     Our next Pot Luck will be on May 8th.  The 
committee agrees that Pot Luck Dinners are 
great and we will continue hosting them in the 
fall.  The pot luck in May will be the last one 
until September. Thank you to ever one that 
attended and helped out.  
     The Blood Drive we were planning has 
been canceled. The Red Cross would like us to 
guarantee 30 donors and we can’t guarantee 
that at this time. 
     June 23rd is United Methodist Night at the 
ball game.  Tickets are $8.00. See Sue Barton 
for tickets.    The proceeds from this event will 
go  CHOW, The Broome County Council of 
Churches, and the lesser will be sent to the 
Upper Room Prayer Line and the Society of St 
Andrew to feed the hungry. 
     We are discussing a craft day for children 
and one for adults. More information will be 
announced when final plans are made. 
     Next Family Ministries meeting is May 23, 
@ 6:30 PM 
  
~ Nancy Price, Chair 
 

 

 
 
LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
May 6  -  Mother/Child Banquet 
May 8 – Mother’s Day 
             Pot Luck Dinner following worship  
May 14 – Chicken BBQ  
May 15 – Sky Lake Open House 
May 15 & 22 – Blanket Sundays sponsored by   
                        Missions 
May 22 – Confirmation Sunday 
                Praise Service @ 7:00pm 
May 29 -  No Sunday School 
June 4 – Clean-Up Day, Inside & Outside 
June 26 – Annual Church Family Picnic 
 
See the enclosed calendar for May church 
meetings and additional activities 
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MISSION & OUTREACH  
   
     May is the month for many activities...May 
Day, Cinco de Mayo,Kentucky Derby, Mother's 
Day and Blanket the World with Love. Each 
year we ask families to donate $5.00 for 
blankets . These blankets are purchased by 
UMCOR and given to people in areas of 
natural disasters. We will have envelopes in 
the bulletins on May 15 and May 22 along with 
hearts to fill out. There will be a blanket in the 
Narthex to attach your hearts . 
      In June we would like to have a Food 
Challenge to benefit our Food Pantry:  Sunday 
School vs. Church. The Senior High class will 
be organizing this worthwhile event.  
      For the past several summers we have 
been having Wednesdays in Fairview park. 
This year the city of Binghamton is going to 
have a program Monday-Friday 9-3pm . We 
are looking for a new adventure...suggestions 
would be appreciated.  
     Lastly , we as a committee agreed to 
purchase several dozen donuts and give them 
to businesses and others who have supported 
Fairview UMC in the past. Please consider 
buying a dozen donuts for yourself or someone 
else to support our church.  
 
~ Sue Boucher, Chair 

 
The purpose of life is not to be happy 
– but to matter, to be useful, to have 
it make some difference that you 
have lived at all.             ~ Leo Rosten 

 
 
 

UPCOMING SKY LAKE DATES 
 

May 7, 2016 – Volunteer Work Day 
 

May 15, 2016 – Open House with 
Hot Dog Roast -  $5 pre-sale, $6 at the door.  

Tickets available by contacting the 
Sky lake office @ 467-2750  

(5K participants, meal is included with registration) 
 

May 15, 2016 – Sky Lake 5k Trail Run and Walk 
See Sky Lake’s website, www.skylakecenter.org, 

for full details on all events. 
 
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
     What a wonderful celebration the Spiritual 
Development Committee experienced in 
church on April 24th!  Our committee was able 
to announce Sky Lake Scholarships! Fairview 
United Methodist Church is such a giving 
church and was able to provide 10 
scholarships through various fundraisers such 
as the bottle and can fund, cookie trays, soup 
and scripture donations, Yankee Candle sales, 
and C & H home goods sales, as well as 
individuals who came forward to gift monetary 
donations.  Praise the Lord! 
     Aside from the fundraisers, some church 
members expressed interest in providing full 
scholarships to those interested in becoming 
Sky Lake campers! We were pleased to 
announce the additional 7 scholarships! 
Everyone was extremely excited in the surprise 
announcement! The scholarships to Sky Lake 
are as follows: David Sprague (Penny 
Daugherty full scholarship); Zoe Case (Andres 
Family full scholarship); Erin Bentley (Marie 
Slocum full scholarship) and Isabella Ross 
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(Judy Becker full scholarship) Robert, MiKayla 
and Cheryl Williams (Robert and Karen 
Krause/Andres family full scholarship.   
     After church, the celebration continued with 
the Education Luncheon where the 
congregation munched on “ants-on-a-log”, 
butterfly kisses, s’more’s, acorn cookie treats, 
ladybugs, goldfish and bear crackers, and 
“sticks-in-the-mud”; among other camp themed 
treats. What a great celebration of the glory of 
God! 
     Please mark your calendars for our annual 
church picnic on June 26th at The Kirkwood 
Town Park on Route 11 in the town of 
Kirkwood from 1:00-4:00.  Pavilion #2 will keep 
us shaded from the sun and dry in case of rain. 
Please bring a dish to pass and the church will 
provide the meats, drinks and tableware.  
Dress casually as there will be games for 
everyone to play! Bring a lawn chair, 
sunscreen and bug spray, too, if you choose to 
sit along the serene Susquehanna river!  
In Christ’s Love,   
 
~ Amy Kehoe, Co-Chair 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
	
							Many thanks to all who donated items for 
our Rummage Sale. It was a huge success. So 
many people were happy with all their new 
treasures.  Please mark your calendars for our 
Fall Rummage sale on Saturday , September 
17. We can start collecting items three weeks 
ahead of the sale.  
     This year we are having the new United 
Methodist Men's group prepare our 
Mother/Child Banquet Dinner. A delicious 
pasta meal awaits! Tickets are on sale: adults  
$7.00..Children 6-12 are $3.50 and 5 and 
under are free. Please contact Judy Becker or 
Barbara Parvin for tickets by May 1. We will be 
having Sarah Eastman and her award winning 
Gymnastics Team as our entertainment. It 
promises to be an exciting evening.  
     And speaking of an exciting evening......... 
Tuesday, June 14 is our annual Birthday Tea 
at 7 pm. Any female 12 years and older are 
invited to join in the fun. If you are interested 

and haven't been asked yet please contact Sue 
Boucher , 724-5084 or email 
sdb13903@hotmail.com.   
     We are always looking for new members to 
work together for the greater good. Meetings 
are September thru June at 6:30. Members do 
not have to be members of our church. So ask 
a friend to come along .  
     Lastly we continue to collect Campbell soup 
labels and Boxtops for Education for Calvin 
Coolidge School. There is a basket in the 
Narthex for them. 
 
~  Sue Boucher , President 

 
Greetings from the Food Pantry! 
          The last meeting for the food pantry was 
1/31/16.  Many items were discussed - 
primarily maintaining hours of pantry at 4-6 
every Monday. We also discussed going to an 
every other week dispersion of food.  It was  
decided to maintain our current hours 
(MONDAY 4-6) as long as we are able to keep 
up with the demand. We had hit a new record 
for low funds which started this discussion.  
After appeals to the congregation - money 
came in, so we are keeping "as is" for now.   
      One change we have made since January - 
is implementing a "single person" bag.  We 
typically give out 2 cans of soup, tuna, mac 
and cheese for families.  We decided to do 10 
bags for single persons each week to further 
stretch our food supplies. We only give 
1 peanut butter for month, spaghetti and sauce 
every other week and single cans of other  
food items.  It seems to be working so far.   
      Our current budget as of 3/31/16 is 
$2497.50.   Since 1/2016 we have paid out 
$412.05 to our food purchasers and taken in 
$2014.00 in donations for the food pantry. 
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Food donations continue to be plentiful, also. 
These donations supplement what we need to 
purchase.   
     We will be planning a meeting for May to 
touch base with members of the committee.   
  
~ Michelle Newkirk, Co-Chair 
 
 
Finance Committee 
 
We are happy to share the March Actuals: 
 
Revenue      $41,312 
Expenses   ($38,086) 
Favorable     $3,226 
 
      This is awesome news, but it is only a 
timing thing.  Our total year budget still results 
in a deficit.  This means that while the March 
Actuals are favorable there are many items 
that we haven’t paid yet that will result in our 
expenses being greater than our revenue.   
     We need you all to continue making your 
pledge commitment, especially as the summer 
months are soon upon us – please fulfill your 
pledges.   This is critical for our Church and its 
ability to maintain our missions.  We are so 
excited to share in March’s good news, but we 
are concerned that it sends a message that 
means we can relax and not worry about our 
financials and that is definitely not the case. 
We are heading in the right direction, but need 
to keep the momentum going!  Thanks for all 
that each and every one of you is doing 
towards this. 
        One item that is included in our budget is 
Ministry Shares.   As a relatively new 
Methodist, I had no idea what exactly this 
covered, so I thought I’d share what is 
included. Unlike most denominations, United 
Methodists are part of a local, national & 
worldwide connection.  Ministry Shares given 
by every local church help us to do SO much 
more than we could do independently.  Here 
are a few of the ways Ministries Shares are 
used: supporting camps as Sky Lake, 
leadership training for lay & clergy, missionary 
salaries, justice ministries (religion & race, 
Youth & Reaching Our Neighbors Ministries), 
UM Seminaries & student support, and 

UMCOR (UM Committee on Relief) for 
disasters locally & internationally.   As I said, I, 
personally, had no idea what exactly Ministry 
Shares supported, and was impressed by the 
many far-reaching missions it supports both far 
and wide. 
     We have formed a task force to address 
how we could meet this commitment as the 
Bishop has set a goal of 2018 being the year 
we pay 100%.  In 2015, we paid 62%.  This is 
the highest percentage we have paid in many 
years, but we’d like to achieve 100%.  We are 
very proud of what we have accomplished and 
truly believe we can make this happen.  If 
anyone has ideas, please contact myself or 
anyone else on the Finance Committee.  We’d 
appreciate any input. 
     Fundraising has been a hot topic on the 
Finance Committee.  I am hoping you are all 
aware of our Krispy Kreme Fundraiser.  Orders 
are due May 5th.  Please remember to ask your 
friends and family.  I don’t know anyone that 
can resist a Krispy Kreme.   
     We have come up with a new twist.  There 
may some of us who really want to support to 
this fundraiser, but don’t like the idea of having 
5 dozen donuts sitting in our kitchen, tempting 
us!  We have the perfect solution.  How about 
buying a dozen and donating to one of the 
many missions we support or for those who 
have supported our church.  We will have a 
signup in the narthex with a list of these 
organizations.  Bring a smile to someone who 
has helped us.  For instance, Jack Sherman 
buys up to 30 chicken BBQ dinners from us.  
Why can’t we say “thank you” by sending them 
a dozen Krispy Kreme doughnuts! 
     Another idea we are considering is to have 
an auction.  In order to make this financially 
successful, we were hoping to find an 
auctioneer that would donate his/her time.  
Does anyone know an auctioneer that would 
be willing to do this?  Please contact Dale 
Spencer(or Korinne) and let him know. 
 
Enjoy the sunshine and the warm days! 
Thank the Lord for our ever-growing church 
and the abundance it has brought us! 
 
~ Barb Crane, Finance Chair  


