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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
     It was the summer of 1968 and it happened during the Summer Olympics. It was held in Mexico 
City.  Well trained runners gathered at the starting line. The gun sounded and the 26 mile race was 
underway. The race wound through the streets and concluded in Olympic Stadium which was filled to 
capacity.  Millions more watched from their TV sets. They honored the winners with medals at the 
award ceremony.  After an hour the crowd started murmuring as the people in the stands realized the 
marathon was not over. There was still a runner on the course!  Stumbling along with agony on his 
face was a young man form Tanzania. Clearly he was in great pain. He had been injured in a fall 
early in the race. His knees were bleeding, his legs were cramping and he was dehydrated.  He 
would not quit. Finally, after great effort he reached the finish line and fell to the ground. 
      
     Later a reporter told the story of his injury and determination. He asked why he didn't give up.  
Why would he keep going when he knew he wasn't going to win? Why not just quit?  
 
     He answered, "My country did not send me five thousand miles to start a marathon. They sent me 
here to finish one."  
 
    Determination.  Perseverance.  Commitment.  It's about not giving up. Many of you have made it 
through difficult times.  Knowing some of your stories, I bet there were moments you felt like quitting.  
Recently I ran across a list of famous people who refused to give up on their dreams.  Did you know 
that after Fred Astaire's first screen test the memo was written, "Can't act, slightly bald, can dance a 
little." Beethoven's teacher said he would never make it as a composer. The editor of the Kansas City 
Star fired Walt Disney because he didn't think he could draw and wasn't very creative. Winston 
Churchill flunked 6th grade. They did not let negative voice discourage them from moving ahead. 
 
     As the Apostle Paul said,  "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith."  So if you are facing something today that seems impossible, don't lose heart.  Don't give up. 
Don't waver in your commitment to God.  Draw on God's strength.  God is with you! 
 
      
 

Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship - June 2016 
 
June 5   Communion 
Greeter:    Jennifer Evans 
Liturgist:    Jessica Spencer 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                 Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:    Mike Purdy 
Scripture:  Romans 5:2-6 
Message:  “You are Never Alone”  
                   Jessica Spencer 
 

June 12 
Greeter    Debbie Tweedie 
Liturgist:   Debbie McMichael 
Ushers:    Ryan Andres, Jim Burlingame,                   
                 Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley    
Crucifer:   Jessica Spencer 
Scripture:  I Kings 21:1-10, Galatians 3:23-29 
                  Luke 7:36-8:3 
Serrmon:  “Welcoming All to the Table” 
 
June 19   Father’s Day and Senior Recognition 
Greeter:   Donna Jicha 
Liturgist:   Kevin Emmons 
Ushers:    Alan Slocum,  Mark Slocum 
                Matthew Slocum,  Jeremy Kimball 
Acolyte:    Marlee O’Malley 
Scripture:  I Kings 19:1-9, 8-15a,  Luke 8:26-39 
Sermon:   “Hearing the Still Small Voice of God” 
 
June 26    Annual Church Picnic 
Greeter:    Sandy Burlingame 
Liturgist:   Marcia Focht 
Ushers:     Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                 Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:    Erin Bentley 
Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14, Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
                  Luke 9:51-62 
Sermon:   “Taking up the Mantle” 
 
July Greeters 
        3   Linda Purdy 
       10  Debbie Tweedie 
       17  Michelle Newkirk 
       24  Jennifer Fifield 
       31  Linda Purdy 

Remember Our “Seniors” 

Let’s remember our seniors and those who are 
shut-in….give a call, send a note or make a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck     209 East Frederick Street 
                      Binghamton NY 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904-1335  
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 
 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 
 
May 1        102 
May 8        128   
May 15      110  
May 22      141 
May 29        67 
 
 
Ask the God who made you to keep 
remaking you. 
                       ~ Norman Vincent Peale 
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A special THANK YOU goes to: 
 
- Dale Spencer for spearheading the doughnut 
sale and to all who purchased Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts  
- Dave Gardiner for coordinating the Chicken 
BBQ Dinner and to everyone who helped 
- United Methodist Men and all who contributed 
to the success of the Mother/Child Banquet 
- Michael Garren for painting the Sunday 
School rooms 
- Mryt Buchanan for the bouquet of flowers 
sent to Carol and Pastor Jan 
- Robin Eastman, Michelle Newkirk and 
Matthew Slocum for helping with Confirmation 
Class this year 
- everyone who gave geraniums that will be 
planted at the church 
 
New e-mail address 
The church has a new e-mail address. 
Please note and begin   
using. FairviewUMChurch1@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class 
Welcome to our newest members of the 
church: Erin Bentley, Sarah Noonan, Jessica 
Spencer and Zoe Case.  We are excited about 
welcoming them to our church! 
 
 
Contemporary Service 
On Sunday May 22nd our Praise Band led their 
first contemporary service.  We enjoyed snacks 
and coffee in the narthex before worship. Folks 
were invited to bring in their coffee to worship.  
Our service was informal, spirited and loads of 
fun.  We enjoyed having some folks from 
Windsor UMC too. Our theme was “Living a 
Life of Praise.”  At one point in the service each 
participant brought up a card lifting a blessing 
in their life that they hung in celebration.  The 
Praise Band will meet this summer to decide 
what God is calling us to do next.  We are 
considering a service once a month.  Any 
suggestions are welcome! 
 

   MUSICAL NOTES 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
 
     We have a new addition to our sanctuary.  
We are thankful for the gift of a baby grand 
piano from High Street UMC.  They had two in 
their sanctuary and were glad to offer us the 
one they were not using. 
    As our musical season is coming to a close I 
want to thank all the choirs for their wonderful 
music all year.  We have many dedicated folks 
who share their gifts so freely.  Next year we 
hope to add to our men’s section.  Who can 
help us? Special thanks to Joe and Shirley 
Coons for purchasing a piece in celebration of 
their 55th wedding anniversary and in honor of 
our confirmation class.   
     I am currently getting our summer music 
schedule together.  If you would like to play an 
instrument or sing a solo, see me. 
    On Sunday, August 14th the  Festive Ringers 
Bell Choir will be playing in church and having 
our Chicken BBQ following worship in order to 
raise money for our fourth octave of bells. Last 
month we took our show on the road and 
played at Good Shepherd Fairview Home.  
It was great fun! 
 
 
 
CABARET  2016  -  It’s not too early to 
think Baskets for Cabaret 2016 being held in 
November.  Great time to get sale items and 
different things at Flea Markets.  Gift cards of 
course are always needed and we can start 
collecting them at any time.  If anyone out 
there has an interest in joining the Cabaret 
Team we are always looking for new people to 
join us .  Have a great Summer !   
 
Karen Gdovin – Event Coordinator 
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Greetings from your  
Family Ministry Committee 

    
 
Family Ministries met on May 23, 2016. 
     Pictorial Directory committee has sent 
everything in and now is waiting for the draft to 
arrive.  
     Family Ministries will be recognizing the 
graduates here at Fairview UMC on June 19th 
during worship.  We have Marlee, Chelsea, 
Alex, Greg, and Connor as our graduates this 
year.  If there is any one not mentioned, please 
call the Church office (724-6886) or Nancy 
Price at (221-5231). 
     June 23rd is United Methodist Night at the 
Ball Game. Tickets are $8.00.  Sue Barton will 
have the tickets outside at the main entrance 
on Sunday following church services for any 
one who would like to purchase a ticket.  We 
hope that Fairview will have a great 
representation.  This event is sponsored by the 
Binghamton District UMM and proceeds will go 
to CHOW, Broome County Council of 
Churches, and lesser amounts will be sent to 
the Upper Room Prayer Line, and the Society 
of St Andrew to feed the hungry. 
     We are having a Craft Day for Adults on 
July 14th from 10 AM – 12 PM with a light lunch 
included.  This will be held in Fellowship Hall. 
Please sign the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
     There is a Craft Day for the Kids at Fairview 
on August 18th from 10AM – 12 PM in 
Fellowship Hall.  This will include a light lunch.  
Kid, ask a friend. Sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex. 
      Family Ministries has a list of names of 
those who volunteer to make a meal for a 
family when someone comes home from the 
hospital, or if Pastor Jan feels there is a need. 
We are looking to add to the list, so if anyone is 
willing to volunteer to make a meal for 
someone please call the church office (724-
6886) to add you name to the list.    
    The next Family Ministries meeting will be in 
September.  
 
~ Nancy Price, Chair 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
     I would like to start this message with  thank 
yous to many people. Our Mother/Child 
Banquet was a huge success this year due to 
our new United Methodist Men's group. The 
food was delicious and the servers were warm 
and welcoming. We missed not having this 
event last year and appreciated the "YES" 
when we asked the men. Secondly, I would like 
to thank Sarah Eastman and her young 
ladies...The team works well together and I 
think they really like their coach! What talented 
girls.. Lastly I would like to give a big shout out 
to Judy Becker who always does an amazing 
job no matter what it is and her co-chair 
Barbara Parvin.  A good time was had by all 
and if they went home hungry it was their own 
fault. 
     Next I would like to once again remind all 
ladies from 10 yrs. to 110 that they are invited 
to our Annual Birthday Tea. This year it is on 
Tuesday, June 14 at 7pm. We welcome you to 
come a little early, 6:45, and preview the many 
talents of our hostesses. If you would like to 
come and have not been asked please contact 
Sue Boucher 724-5084 OR 
sdb13903@hotmail.com and we will see that 
you receive an invitation. We will be having a 
Women's Barbershop quartet, "Remember 
When" as our entertainment and a delicious 
dessert. It promises to be a grand event.        
     Please mark your calendars for our Fall 
Rummage Sale, Saturday , September 17 from 
8:30 am -2 pm..(bag sale 1-2pm). We want to 
thank all those who donated to our Spring Sale 
and would ask you to start bringing items the 
last week of August.  One persons “Trash” is 
another persons	Treasures.  
  
Enjoy your summer!   Sue Boucher , President 
 
"There must be a reason why some 
people can afford to live well. They 
must have worked for it. I only feel 
angry when I see waste. When I see 
people throwing away things we could 
use."  
                   ~  Mother Teresa  
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LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
June 4 –  Whitney Place Meal  
        Clean-Up Day at the Church 
             with Continental Breakfast served by UMM 
June 8 – Hand out Ice-Pops after school 
June 13 – Baking for the Tea 
June 14   -  Women’s Birthday Tea 
June 19 – Senior Recognition Sunday 
June 23 – UM Night at the Ball Game  
                 (B-Mets $8)) 
June 26 – Church Family Picnic 
July 4 – Whitney Place Meal 
July 14 – Craft Day for Adults 10-12 then lunch 
July 6,13, 20,27, August 3,10 –  
              Read One/Take One Program 
 
See the enclosed calendar for June & July 
church meetings and additional activities. 
 

 
MISSION & OUTREACH  
  					Summer is almost upon us and we need 
Volunteers! Starting on July 6 we will be having 
a Story Hour to replace Wednesdays in the 
Park.    
     The City of Binghamton is starting a new 
program , Monday- Friday 9-3 pm, so we 
thought of a new idea. The Hear a Story-Take 
a Story will take place outside on the 
parsonage front lawn. Several books will be 
read, a craft and snacks will be provided. Then 

each child will be able to take a book home to 
continue reading thru the Summer. Dates for 
this will be Wednesdays, July 6, 13, 20, 27, 
August 3, 10 from 1-3pm.  
     This is where all volunteers are needed. We 
need readers, crafters and snack providers 
plus extra hands. We are hoping to have a 
theme for each Wednesday and maybe 
characters in costume. The sky is the limit!   
     Last year we participated in the " Take back 
the Night" event at Fairview Park. Hopefully we 
can do it again as soon as we get the details. 
Prizes will be needed for our game tables...so 
look around for stuffed animals or small trinkets 
we can give out to the winners. 
     Brainstorming has been very productive on 
the Mission Team. We will be providing free 
haircuts for the children in our Food Pantry 
families . BOCES Cosmotology students will be 
earning hours as they spruce up the kids for 
school. Also Central UMC will be bringing their 
clothing van to us so families can get free 
clothing for kids. What better way to start a 
new school year.  
     Lastly, we will be collecting school supplies 
for Calvin Coolidge students. Our Christmas in 
August campaign will be Sunday, August 7 - 
September 4. A small Christmas Tree will be in 
the Narthex just waiting for presents.    

As always, if you have questions, comments or 
concerns ...please contact Sue Boucher at 
724-5084 or sdb13903@hotmail.com.	

~ Sue Boucher, Chair 

 
"Most of us are familiar with recycle 
and reusing, but how often do we 
think of the third R - REDUCE? 
'Reduce' is probably the most 
important of the three Rs because, if 
we reduced, it would limit the need to 
recycle and reuse."  
              ~  Catherine Pulsifer 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
     Our Committee was very proud to send 14 
campers to Sky Lake Camp this year on FULL 
scholarships! It was through the generosity of 
individual donors and support of our events 
(such as the bottle drive and Cookie Tray fund) 
that will allow all of these children/youth to 
attend camp this summer, so thank you all! 
We would also like to thank all of you who 
helped and participated in the Sky Lake camp-
themed coffee hour. Many look forward to this 
fun event and for the opportunity to learn more 
about the individual campers who received 
scholarships. Great job to the campers for their 
work on their prayer trees as well.  
     Our Church Picnic will be Sunday, June 26 
at Kirkwood Park, Pavilion #2 from 1-4PM. All 
are welcome to join us for some fun, food, and 
fellowship. The Spiritual Development 
Committee will be in charge of the main meats, 
condiments, paper products, We are asking 
that church members bring a “dish to pass” for 
all to share. Hope to see you there! 
 
~ Liz Gdovin, Co-Chair 
 
Finance Committee 
     Thanks to all who supported the Chicken 
Barbeque and the Krispy Kreme Fundraiser.  
Both were a huge success.   
     Once again, Dave Gardiner and his crew of 
volunteers pulled off another $1100 victory.  
We couldn’t do that without the folks that 
helped that day serving, cooking and cleaning 
up!  THANK YOU!  
     The Krispy Kreme Fundraiser was the 
brainchild of Dale and Korin Spencer.  They 
even had to drive down to Scranton at 5AM to 
pick them up for delivery that day.  This was 
our first “out of the box” fundraiser and it was a 
huge success.  For everyone that bought some 
donuts – THANK YOU!  This will replace a 

dinner and save us a day of manual labor.  It is 
much appreciated! 
     Our next event will be in September, a 
Chicken Barbeque on September 17th.  Make 
sure you save the date on your calendar. 
     I hope everyone has a wonderful summer.  
We are so lucky to be part of such a growing, 
generous church. 
     Remember to do something nice for 
someone! 
 
~ Barb Crane, Finance Chair 
 
 
"Each individual contribution to the 
problem may be minimal, but the 
combined activities of our neighbours, 
our community and citizens across the 
country have an enouromous effect."  
                ~  Paul Griss, The Daily Planet 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 
     I want to thank all the men and a couple of 
the women who helped prepare and serve the 
Mother/Child Dinner on May 6.  Everything 
went great and all the attendees seemed to 
enjoy themselves and the dinner.  Again 
thanks for a job well done.  It just goes to prove 
that with a great group of people to work with 
worthwhile things can be accomplished. 
     The May breakfast will NOT be held.  We 
will have a Continental Breakfast on Saturday, 
June 6 in conjunction with the Trustees church 
Clean-Up Day.  All those who participate are 
most cordially welcome.  We will gather at 9:00 
am have some refreshments and then go 
about the task of sprucing up inside and 
outside to help make the church the welcoming 
place that we all know and love.  There will be 
a sign-up sheet in the narthex for those who 
will attend so an adequate amount of food will 
be available. 
     We will not be having breakfasts during the 
summer months and I hope you all have a 
great summer. 
     ~ Joe Coons,  Co-chair  
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Save the date: UMM Retreat in 
September        
The Oneonta and Binghamton District United 
Methodist Men will host  

Upper New York's annual Christian 
Men Retreat September 16-17 at  
the Sky Lake Camp & Retreat 
Center in Windsor. This year's 
theme is "Giving God your all." 
Former Harvard University and 
Seattle Seahawk linebacker Isaiah 

Kacyvenski - who was the Seattle Seahawks' 
Special Teams Captain three years in a row, helped 
lead the team to Super Bowl XL, and grew up in 
Endicott - will serve as the keynote speaker. The 
 retreat will also feature the Mark Bolos Praise 
Band. 
 

“God loves you just the way you are, 
but God refuses to leave you that way. 
God wants you to be just like Jesus. ”                                                       
                                 ~ Max Lucado 

 

Greetings church friends!   
     The Food Pantry would like to say THANK 
YOU to the generous donation of Krispy Kreme 
donuts. Everyone who picked up food that 
week got donuts!   
     Currently, the Sunday School classes have 
challenged the congregation with a Food 
Drive.  This has been very beneficial and has 
helped stock our shelves. Thank you to 
everyone who is participating!   
     As a reminder, these are the foods we give 
out: peanut butter, jelly, cereal, canned 
vegetables, canned fruit, soup, macaroni & 
cheese, ramen noodles, tuna, spaghetti sauce 
and spaghetti. We also take paper and plastic 

bags. This is a nice way to recycle your bags.     
     Thank you again for helping us out! Your 
donations are what keeps the Food Pantry 
going, week after week!  God bless and enjoy 
your summer! 

~ Michelle Newkirk and Sue Barton,  Co-Chairs 

 
From the Trustee’s Table 
     There will be a Clean-Up Day on Saturday, 
June 4th at 9:00am.  We will be planting 
geraniums and tidying up the outside of the 
church.  Inside we will be cleaning out the 3rd 
floor and other small projects.  Please come 
and join us.  Many hands make light work and 
there will be laughter! 
     Painting of the Sunday School has 
continued.  Thank you to Michael Garren.  We 
are hoping to be completed with painting by 
September.  We are waiting on estimates for 
both roof repair and a new sound system. 
 
~ Robin Eastman, Co-Chair 
 
 
 

      
 

FROM THE OFFICE – Carol 
Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
                       9:00am to 2:00pm 
Summer Hours beginning July 5  
                      9:00am to 1:00pm 
Phone:  607-724-6886 
E-Mail:  fairviewumc@verizon.net 

 
Next Family Circle will be for August. 
Information deadline is July 18th. 
 
New e-mail address 
The church has a new e-mail address. 
Please note and begin using. 
 
FairviewUMChurch1@gmail.com 

 

 


