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November 2016  

************************************************************************************* 
Pastor's Report for Charge Conference 2016 

 
The spirit of God is alive and well at Fairview Church.  We are growing in our faith and in our 
fellowship. Many more folks seem more attentive to their spiritual journey.  We see more folks at 
worship and in small group Bible Studies.  Last year I taught a class on "Foundations" by Phil 
Maylard.  This summer several of us enjoyed a Bible Study on Luke that we held in the park.  Several 
young adults met for several weeks in a covenant group and our Adult Sunday School is filled! Lent 
offered a day and evening version of soup and scripture. Throughout the coming year we will offer 
some short term classes other than Sunday mornings. We have Sunday School Classes for all ages.  
The halls are alive with the sounds of children and youth.  Each year more women have been coming 
to Ladies of the Lake retreat that I lead at Sky Lake.  Others have grown through the Emmaus Walk 
experience.  Several women grow as they are involved in the United Methodist Women and Sisters of 
Lydia Bible Study. 
      
We are a church that has a heart for missions.  We enjoy a great relationship with Calvin Coolidge 
School just down the street. We collect school supplies for them each Aug and hats and mittens 
every Dec.  Not only are we the "Safe place" in the event of an emergency, but the social worker 
knows she is free to call us if she needs supplies from our food pantry for a family in need.  Our Food 
Pantry is completely staffed and stocked by our church members.  We collect all the food ourselves 
(with no help from CHOW) and help on the average of 35 families a week. (Which represents over 
100 people)  Last Dec when the funds and food got low we shared the news with the congregation 
and they responded in an overwhelming outpouring of love.  A highlight was working with BOCES to 
provide free haircuts and Central UMC who brought a  
U-Haul filled with clothes.  One lovely August day our parking lot and church was a buzz of activity as 
families got food, free haircuts and new clothes - all to help get them ready for school. We are also 
involved in serving meals at the Rescue Mission and just celebrated three years of doing so. Last 
year we were honored to receive a Hope Award from the Rescue Mission for our service to the 
community. 
     There are many ways we are tied to tradition and have continued programs that have been in 
existence for many years. We enjoy birthday teas, children serving as acolytes, rummage sales, 
delicious dinners, Woman’s Sunday, Christmas Eve Worship and more.   We are also a church that is 
not afraid to try some new things.  We started a United Methodist Men's Group, Young Adult Group 
(YAG), and a Praise Band. We continue to support children and youth with full scholarships to go to 
Sky Lake Camp each summer.  Recently we began a once a month contemporary service the second 
Sun of every month led by our Praise Band.  We are trying some new things in terms of fund raising.  
Who knew you could raise that much money selling Krispy Kreme Donuts?  Soon we will try our hand 
at our very first Church Auction.  It is all indicative of a church that continues to offer their time, gifts, 
talents and resources to help build the church and its ministry.   



 2 

      We have our growing edges and places that still need some more attention. Our sound system is 
outdated and maxed out by a growing music program. We are looking to make some changes that 
will include some screens for printing words, artistic images and other announcements.  Along with 
the system will be the need for volunteers to work the sound board and help with computer images.  
Communication still seems to be an area where we need to grow.  Few groups make use of the 
Facebook page or updating the website.  Committee chairs still struggle getting reports in on time, 
communicating with the office about scheduling, following up on tasks their committee members 
agree to do etc.  As we grow and the programs increase so must our communication and leadership. 
     Finally, we need to grow in telling our story.  We have a great story about what God has done in 
our life and in our church. It's worth sharing! So let's tell others! I challenge every church member to 
invite another to worship or some event. Can each group find a way to "hype" their event?  Who can 
you personally invite? How can you advertise? What creative way can you find to entice others to 
come? Putting out a sign- up sheet is just step one.  When the event is over, share in pictures on 
facebook and articles in the newsletter so others can celebrate your good news. 
     We are a growing and vital church on the East Side of Binghamton. Our ministry reaches far 
beyond this side of town.  How proud I am to serve as your pastor.   
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL REQUEST….. 
 
Hello Pastor Jan,   
 
I am e-mailing you with a rather unorthodox inquiry. I recently graduated with my Doctorate in 
Psychology and have obtained a job working at the psychiatric center just up the street from your 
church. However, I live in Syracuse, and I am concerned about driving all the way back home every 
day when the weather turns nasty this winter. Therefore, I am currently looking for a room to rent in 
Binghamton where I can occasionally stay the night. I wouldn't require much: just space to keep some 
clothing, a bed to sleep on, and some space to make a small dinner whenever I stay over. I likely 
wouldn't even need a shower, as I am planning to sign up at a gym in Binghamtom and would be 
showering there.  
 
On my way to my interview a few weeks ago, your church caught my eye, and ever since them, 
something has been telling me it wouldn't be a bad idea to try asking you for help. I thought perhaps 
you might be able to extend the request to your congregation and inquire if anyone has an extra room 
they might like to rent through the snow season. And of course, I would be more than willing to come 
down so that anyone could meet me first.  
 
Thank you so much for your time.  
 
Best,  
Michelle  
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Leading Us in Worship-November 2016 
 
November 6   All Saints Day with Harpist 
Greeter:    Linda Purdy 
Liturgist:    Marcia Focht 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                  Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:     Nathaniel Evans 
Crucifer:    Mike Purdy 
Scripture:  Psalm 145 
                  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17 
Message:  “Following in some Big Footsteps” 

 
November 13  Pledge Sunday & Communion 
Greeters:    Roger & Mary Jane Davies 
Liturgist:      Blenda Smith 
Ushers:     Jeremy Kimball, Jim Burlingame,                   
                  Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:     Isabella Ross    
Crucifer:    Jessica Spencer 
Scripture:  Isaiah 65:17-25 
                2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-19 
Serrmon:   “How patient are you?” 
 
 
November 20 
Greeter:   Michael Purdy 
Liturgist:   Jessica Spencer 
Ushers:    Alan Slocum,  Mark Slocum 
                 Mike Purdy, Michael Garren 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley 
Crucifer:   Erin Bentley 
Scripture:  Psalm 100, Deuteronomy 26:1-11, 
                  Philippians 4:4-9 as the benediction               
Sermon:    “Bringing our First Fruits!” 

 
November 27    1st Sunday of Advent 
Greeter:    Karen Gdovin 
Liturgist:    Ellen Gardiner  
Ushers:    Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                 Karon Lewis, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:    Zoe Barr 
Crucifer:   Riley Spencer 
Scripture:  Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14 
                  Matthew 24:36-44 
Sermon:    “Stay Awake” 
 
 

Remember Our “Seniors” 

Holiday time is soon upon us.  What better time 
to remember our seniors and those who are 
shut-in….with a call,  a note or better yet make 
a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck     209 East Frederick Street 
                      Binghamton NY 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904-1335  
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 
 
 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 
 
     October 2        93 
     October 9        85 
          Evening      21   
     October 16    123   
     October 23      97  
     October 30    hope you will be in the count! 
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A special THANK YOU goes to: 
-  the Fabulous Folders who help with the 
newsletter. You know who you are ☺ 
- the Chancel Choir from Pastor Jan for the gift 
card to Cortese Restaurant for Pastor's 
Appreciation Month!!  Many thanks! 
-  all who donated items to our Auction and all 
those who helped 
-  Pat Kavalesky and her awesome crew for 
helping with the most recent funeral lunch for 
Bob Ostrum  
- Robin and Marge Eastman for our new 
banner for baptisms 
-  Pat Kavalesky and Josie Reinhard  for 
cleaning up our kitchen 
- Bev Palmer and Myry Buchanan for help with 
the stewardship Letter 
  
 
God	gave	you	a	gift	of	86,400	
seconds	today.	Have	you	used	
one	to	say	thank	you?	
 
 
ALL SAINTS DAY 
    Join us for a very meaningful service on 
November  6 as we give thanks for those 
saints in our church who have died this past 
year.  A table of remembrance will be in the 
narthex with pictures of our loved ones who are 
no longer with us.  During worship the music 
and message with lift our spirits as we recall 
our Lord who is with us in our grief.  We will 
read the names of those who have died and 
toll a bell.   Families will place white carnations 
on the altar as a harpist plays an original 
composition she wrote in memory of her 
brother.  The choir will feature a new gospel 
piece called "A City called Heaven" featuring 
Mina's son Zeb as the soloist.  Zeb and Pastor 
Jan will also sing a duet called  "The Journey" 
and Erin Bently will be playing "Taps" on the 
trumpet from the balcony.    
     Please join us so we can welcome our 
guests and offer care to those who have lost 
loved ones. (Note: if you would like to include a 
name of someone who has died this past year 
or wish to purchase a carnation , please call 
the church office) 

  MUSICAL NOTES 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
  
     The choirs have been getting ready for the 
Cabaret. Look out….some fun is coming your 
way as we work on some secular music!   
     The Festive Ringer Bell Choir recently 
purchased our own mallets and, thanks to your 
generosity,  are well on the way toward a fourth 
octave of handbells.   We just borrowed 
several pieces of music from First Endicott 
UMC to cut down on our music costs.   
     Special thanks goes to Karen Gdovin for 
her gift to the Bell Choir in memory of Pastor 
Jan's brother, Parker and to Mina Dougherty's 
family for donating her memorial money  
toward the bell choir and new sound system.      
     On November 6th we will once again 
welcome harpist Mellisa Collins for our All 
Saints celebration.  A special thank you to the 
Palmer family for funding the harpist that day in 
memory of John Palmer. 
 
 
CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Join us for our yearly meeting with the District 
Superintendent onSaturday,  November 12 at  
2:00pm at Sarah Jane UMC.  All committee 
and group leaders are encouraged to attend. 
We will share in a time of worship with other 
churches on the District, pass the pastor's 
salary, elect Trustees and vote on the 
leadership in our church for the coming year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FRIENDS and FAITH 
Evening Worship with a Twist 
(Second Sunday each month) 

 Music by the Praise Band 
 

November 13th         
6:00pm Light refreshments 

6:30 Worship 
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SISTERS OF LYDIA 
	What a great way to start our year!....we had 
many Sisters at our table for our kick off 
meeting.  It was wonderful to see so many new 
faces.  Hope to see you all at our next meeting 
on November 7th at 6pm.  Read Chapter 2 in 
our study book “Half Truths.”  Bring a friend! 
 
~ Sue Papastrat	
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN.   
     We will be having a breakfast on Saturday, 
November 26th at 8:00 am.  All men of the 
church are invited to take part.  We will be 
doing some chores around the church in 
addition to helping decorate the sanctuary for 
the Advent/Christmas season.  We took part 
in this project last year and everyone had a 
great time while being helpful.   A signup 
sheet will be available in the narthex the first 
week in November.   
     I hope all you men will try to attend. We 
have a great breakfast and remember many 
hands make lite work. 
 
~ Joe Coons, Co-chairperson       

 
 

TICKETS ON SALE FOR CABARET 2016 
BACK TO THE 60’S 

You will not want to miss this event!!!! 
Saturday, November 19th  

Doors open at 5:30pm. Show starts at 6:30 
Tickets $12 in advance & if available,$15 at door 

 

Can’t make the show,  consider buying a ticket 
for someone that may not be able to afford one 
at this time. 
 

STILL LOOKING FOR GIFT CARDS AND 
BASKETS – CALL ME IF YOU NEED ANY 
IDEAS.  (Karen, 765-1336) 
 

We are also looking for contributions of water 
and soda to help offset costs. 
 

See  you at the CABARET!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
~ Karen Gdovin, Event Coordinator 
 

Holy Bakers will be meeting on Friday, 
November 18th @ 10:00am to make decadent 
desserts for the Cabaret.  Bring your favorite 
mixing bowls and utensils to help in the 
creation of our special desserts!  For questions 
please call Sue Boucher at 724-5084. Thanks 
in advance for all your help! 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
     Monday, October 31, from 5-7pm we will 
be having our annual Truck or Treat in the 
church parking lot. You are invited to 
participate.....just decorate your vehicle and 
bring candy/ treats for about 150 kids. It is fun 
to see all the cute little ghosts, power rangers, 
princesses and witches come to visit.  
     We have decided to postpone out Bazaar 
and Victorian Tea until January 28, 2017.  
There is so much activity in our church in the 
next few months that we thought a Winter 
Bazaar and Tea would break up the after 
holiday let-down. We are looking for vendors 
to sell their wares. For info please contact 
Sue Boucher  @ 724-5084.  
     If you are a woman14 years of age and 
older we reach out and invite you to join us. 
We gather in the Bouton Room on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month @ 6:30pm.  We look 
forward to greeting you and welcome new 
energy and ideas. 

~ Sue Boucher ,President 

 
Friends and Family: Evening Worship 
with a Twist 
     Join us Sunday November 13 for our next 
evening worship.  We begin at 6 PM with 
refreshments and worship is at 6:30 PM.  Last 
month we enjoyed hearing Pastor Doug talk 
about the many angles of seeing God.  He had 
a very creative message complete with images 
on a screen with some of his photography.  
This month we will feature music from our 
Praise Band and hear a message from Pastor 
Jan called "Thanks Giving!"    Why not bring a 
friend and try out this new way to worship.   
 (Help needed: refreshments, ushers, greeters)  
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THE YOUTH GROUP had a great time at the 
Corn Maze in October.  We made it through 
the maze in record time and nobody was lost!!  
We also enjoyed some popcorn and apple 
cider after completing the maze.   
     On November 5th, the youth will be going to 
Whitney Place to help prepare and serve a 
meal.  We will meet at the church at 2:45pm.    
     On November 6th, we will be hanging out 
after church in the youth room.  Lunch will be 
provided and we will be working on a project 
for the Bell Choir.  
      If you are a youth and would like to 
participate please contact Katie, Jenn, or Teri.  
You are always welcome to bring a friend!!    
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
      
     We are preparing for the Christmas pageant 
on December 18.  Once again we will celebrate 
the pageant on a Sunday morning, with a 
luncheon to follow in Fellowship Hall.  Please, 
invite family and friends to join our celebration 
as this is a joyous time of the year.     
     Please note we will be having a Cookie 
Sale to support our efforts to send young and 
mature people to Sky Lake for a life changing 
summer camp.  There will be a sign up sheets 
in the Narthex to make and buy cookies in 
early December.  So do not STRESS, buy your 
cookies and help our youth and adults who 
want to go to camp. 
     God Bless you all as we begin our Holiday 
season!    AND PLEASE join our weekly 
celebrations every Sunday morning at 9:15 for 
Sunday School and  10:30 for church!!! 
 
In Celebration of God’s Love,  Leon Jicha, Sr   
on behalf of The Spiritual Life Team 
 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
 
November 6 – All Saints Day, special worship 
November 12 – Church Conference @ 2:00 
                          Turkey Dinner    
November 13 – Stewardship/Pledge Sunday 
                        Evening Contemporary Worship 
November 19 – Cabaret Night 
November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 
December 4 – New Members Class 
December 11 – New Members Join 
December 18 – Christmas Pageant and Dinner 
 
See the enclosed calendar for November 
church meetings and additional activities. 
     
 
 
FROM THE TRUSTEES TABLE…. 
For those of you that have not been in the 
Sunday School wing, we now have a new 
Water Cooler. Thank you to Marge and Jerry 
Eastman for the donation of the water cooler.  
It has been a big success with the Sunday 
School ! 
 
We are in need of a plumber. If you know of 
one that you would recommend or if you 
happen to be a plumber ☺ please contact 
Robin Eastman @ 221-3559 
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 MISSION AND OUTREACH…..the 
hands and feet of Fairview UMC 
 
      We will be handing out Glo-Neckaces with 
information about our Trunk or Treat to Calvin 
Coolige students on Friday, October 28. Many 
wore the necklaces last year when they 
attended the festivities. 
     Jessica Spencer, our youth member, has 
suggested that we offer Thanksgiving meals to 
those who do not have anyone to spend the 
holiday with.  If you are shut-in or by yourself 
please call Sue Boucher at 724-5084 and we 
will make plans to bring you a meal.   
     Each year we give the men at the Rescue 
Mission a small token of holiday cheer and this 
year is no exception.  Missions and United 
Methodist Women are combining funds and 
purchasing gift cards to Subway. The cards 
give the men an opportunity to go out on their 
own and get a meal.   
     The Hat and Mitten Tree will be up 
December 4th thru January 1st.  We will be 
collecting hats, mittens, socks, sweats and any 
other warm item you would like to donate for 
Calvin Coolidge and East Middle School 
students.  Jessica suggested we get personal 
hygiene items for students at Binghatmon High 
School….deodorant, brush, comb, tooth brush, 
tooth paste, tampons, pads, etc.  Jessica is to 
ask the school nurse for a list of items. 
     Start looking for that prize winning recipe for 
our 2nd Annual Soup/Chili Cookoff.  Details will 
appear in a future Family Circle. 
 
~ Sue Boucher, Chair 
 
       
 
 
 

TURKEY DINNER 

 
Saturday, November 12 

4:00 – 6:30 
 $9.00 

 
Menu: turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 

vegetable, cranberry relish, roll/butter, 
homemade dessert, beverages 

 
 
 
 
Thanksliving is expressing 
gratefulness in word and action. 
 
 
 
 

      
 

FROM THE OFFICE - Carol 
 
December Family Circle articles are due NO 
later than November 20th   Please mark your 
calendars and honor that deadline 
. 
Office Hours:   
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:00 to 2:00 
 
E-Mail:   
FairviewUMChurch1@gmail.com 
Website:  
www.fairviewumcbinghamton.wordpress.com 


