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************************************************************************************* 
 

From the Pastor 
 
Psalm 92: 1-2   “What a beautiful thing, God to give thanks, to sing an anthem to you, 
High God!  To announce your love each day break, sing your faithful presence all 
through the night.”  
 
     For my devotions this year I am reading Frederick Buechner’s Book “Listening to 
your Life.”   He urges us to pay attention and listen to your life and see it for the 
fathomless mystery that it is.  He discovered that if you keep your eyes peeled to it and 
your ears open you may catch a glimpse of the holy one.   
 
We often do things by rote, moving from one thing to another without taking notice.  I 
walk to the garage, get in my car on the same side and drive to work on the same 
route each day.  When I took a closer look, I noticed the different cloud formation, the 
change of some trees, the activities of people as I passed.  I am not the same person 
that I was yesterday and neither are my surroundings.  God is ever creating and 
recreating.  The Spirit’s holy breath that moves across the chaos is often subtle, often 
buried beneath the noise and clutter of everyday living. There is no chance thing 
through which God cannot speak - even the walk from the house to the mailbox that 
you have walked a thousand times before, live with the expectation that God just might 
show up.  In these mid- winter days when the landscape looks cold, dreary and frozen, 
look again.    
 
As Buechner puts it, “Listen to your life. In the boredom and pain of it no less than in 
the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart 
of it because in the last analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.” 
   
Be on the look-out friends.  God is not done with you.  God has more work to do in our 
world.  May you have the eyes to see it!  
                   

Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship-February 2017 
 
February 5  Special Music – Valley Harmony 
Greeter:    Penny Daugherty  
Liturgist:    Jessica Spencer 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                  Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:     Nathaniel Evans 
Crucifer:    Mike Purdy 
Sermon Series on Methodism 
 

February 12  Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Doug 
Greeters:   Debbie Tweedie 
Liturgist”    Deb McMichael 
Ushers:     Jeremy Kimball, Jim Burlingame,                   
                  Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:     Isabella Ross    
Crucifer:    Jessica Spencer 
Serrmon Series on Methodism 
Friends & Family Evening Worship  
 

February 19  
Greeter:   Michael Garren 
Liturgist:   Liz Gdovin 
Ushers:    Alan Slocum,  Mark Slocum 
                 Mike Purdy, Michael Garren 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley 
Crucifer:   Erin Bentley 
Sermon Series on Methodism 
 

February 26   
Greeter:    Myrt Buchannan 
Liturgist:    Sarah Eastman 
Ushers:    Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                 Karon Lewis, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:    Zoe Barr 
Crucifer:   Riley Spencer 
Sermon:  “All about Worship” 

Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going 
to get better. It’s not.     
                    ~ Dr. Seuss 
 

Remember Our “Seniors” 

NOW is a good time to remember our seniors 
and those who are shut-in….with a call,  a note 
or better yet make a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
Willow Point  
Bucky Merritt    Room 101    (for Rehab)   
                         3700 Vestal Road 
                         Vestal, NY 13850 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck     209 East Frederick Street 
                      Binghamton NY 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
Pat Reynolds    8 Wilcox Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904-1335  
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 
 
 

 



 3 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 

December 4         106 
December 11       123 
December 18       152 
December 24         47  (4:00) 
                             181  (7:30) 
December 25         81 
January 1              73 
              8              95     Evening Service 16 
            15              97 
            22 
 
A special THANK YOU goes to: 
-  All who helped collect food for the Advent 
Boxes 
-  All who donated hats and mittens for our 
school children 
-  Our college and grad students who helped 
us out on Christmas Eve: Bryant Clark, Marlee 
O' Malley, Sarah Eastman, Hannah Spencer, 
Kate and Kelly Emmons , Keith, Julie and Sean 
Gardiner, Travis Bilcoe, Marissa Finch, 
Chelsea Kincer 
-  Those who donated money to the Pastor's 
Discretionary Fund 
-  Those who gave to our Christmas Offering 
-  Leon Jicha, Sr for preaching while pastor 
was on vacation (and for making coffee every 
Sunday!) 
-  Deb McMichael, Robin Eastman and United 
Methodist Men for the sanctuary Christmas 
decorations 
 
Thank Yous….. 
 
To Fairview UMC, 
Thank you very much for the Dunkin Donuts 
gift cards!  We appreciate it. 
    Happy New Year! 
    Chelsea and Courtney 
 

2016 GIVING TREE 
Thank you.  The generosity of so many made 
this possible……….a total of 378 items!! 
Calvin Coolidge School 
Mittens and Gloves - 55 pairs 
Hats - 55 
Socks – Girls 31 pairs,  Boys 26 pairs 
Underwear – Girls 36,  Boys 18 
Sweatshirt - 1 
East Middle School 
Mittens and Gloves – 43 
Hats – 57 
Scarves – 14 
Binghamton High School 
36 Headbands 
 
 
 

     VALLEY HARMONY   
 
You won’t want to miss our special guests who 
will be coming February 5th for worship.  We 
have enjoyed this popular men’s group in the 
past. I wrote to them and said, “I sense my 
folks are feeling a bit blue during these cold 
winter days and I would like to cheer them up. I 
wondered how I could bring cheer and thought, 
invite Valley Harmony!  There were glad to 
oblige. Join us for this service of communion 
with some great music. 
 
 
SERMON SERIES...... 
         The Wesleyan Tradition 
Pastor Jan will be starting a sermon series in 
February on Methodism. Come and hear the 
beginnings of our roots and learn more about 
John, Charles and Susanna Wesley.  Pastors 
Doug and Jan will be doing a pulpit exchange 
on February 12.  You don’t want to miss this 
chance to welcome Pastor Doug in February! 
 
  
 

All you need is love. But a little 
chocolate now and then doesn't 
hurt.       ~ Charles M. Schulz 
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     The worship committee continues to come 
together to serve the congregation, the pastor, 
and the church as a whole. At this time we are 
continuing to support and promote our monthly 
Contemporary Service. This informal evening 
service takes place on the second Sunday of 
every month at 6:30pm. Starting at 6:00pm are 
refreshments. This service continues to be an 
energetic environment for people to grow in 
faith. Please consider joining us on February 
12th and bring a friend. 
     We are also excited about our new sound 
system that will enhance our worship services. 
We are in need of volunteers to assist in 
running the sound system and sound board 
during services and other special events held 
at the church. Please consider helping us with 
this endeavor. Let Pastor Jan or Korin Spencer 
know if you are interested in joining this 
project. 
     A special thank you to Pastor Jan for 
providing our three Christmas services and to 
Robin Eastman for all she does. 

~ Korin Spencer, Worship Chair 

 
LADIES OF THE LAKE: Rejuvenate 
Join Pastor Jan and other sisters in Christ for a 
chance for spring renewal at Sky Lake.  Save 
the dates April 21-23.  Hurry, reservations fill 
up fast. Reminder that you can get a once a 
year $50 gift from the church and grants are 
also available from Sky Lake.  This would also 
make a wonderful gift for someone you love! 
 
 
SISTERS OF LYDIA 
Calling all Sisters……our next meeting is 
February 6th @ 6:30pm.  Don’t forget to read 
chapter 5 in our study book “Half Truths.” 
Hope to see you all there!   
~  Sue Papastrat 

EVENING WORSHIP  - February 12th  
Join the Praise Band as we think about God’s 
gift of love for us and our love for each other.   
If you haven’t been to this service yet, bring a 
friend and join us!  If you missed the service in 
the morning, here’s your chance to worship. 
Come at 6:00PM for refreshments and 6:30PM 
is the service. 
 

 

     December and January were busy for 
everyone, including those of us who help out 
with the food pantry.  Do you know we seldom 
close the food pantry?  So, yes, we were open 
the day after Christmas and the New Year.  
This year we closed on Memorial Day and July 
4th to give our volunteers the day off.  
     The Reverse Advent Boxes were a 
success. We had many families participate and 
we collected OVER 500 items for our pantry. 
Thank you to everyone who collected!  We 
hope this helped to nourish your soul during 
the busy Advent season while nourishing 
others.  
     On Monday, February 13, we will be 
handing out new towels and washcloths in 
addition to a bag of food. Instead of chocolates 
for Valentine's day that last a mere moment, 
Missions felt this is a gift that will keep on 
giving. Shop the White sales now and donate 
towel items now through 2/13.   
     Lastly (drum roll please) - in 2016 we 
donated 1323 bags. This equals approximately 
3175 people fed through our food pantry. 
3175!!! Give yourselves a round of applause, 
because this ministry would not be successful 
without YOU!  Thank you and please keep the 
food pantry in your prayers as we brace for 
what 2017 has in store for us.  
     With God's love and guidance - let's keep 
this mission growing!   
 
~ Michelle Newkirk and Sue Barton  
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  MUSICAL NOTES 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
  
     I want to say thank you to the choirs for all 
their hard work during the Advent and 
Christmas Season.  They did a magnificent job 
and we were all inspired by their music.  We 
enjoyed a half hour of musical prelude on 
Christmas Eve and it was great to share our 
music with those who gathered.  We were 
pleased to welcome Kelly Emmons, Eleanor 
Poore, Bryant Clark, Brandon Schwartz this 
month as well.  It was wonderful to include the 
talents of my sister Judy on Christmas Eve as 
we offered one number with four handed piano 
and another with organ and piano 
accompaniment.   
     On January 1st  we were blessed to hear 
Barb Medinosky share her music with original 
words she wrote to the Hallelujah song.  
     We are well on our way to buying that last 
octave of handbells thanks to a very generous 
donation from Estella and Dan Armstrong and 
Jean Barker.  Thanks to Bell Choir members 
who also contributed: Jennifer Fiefield, Michael 
Garren, Sue Barton and Pastor Jan.  At the 
end of January the Festive Ringers took their 
show on the road.  We played at Good 
Shepherd Fairview Home on January 22. 
 
 
 YAG Group 
Our Young Adult Group is coming to a close for 
now.  Many thanks go to Emily Clair and 
Connie Papastrat for their good work!  We will 
revisit starting the group up again in the spring.  
If you are interested in joining the group see 
Pastor Jan.   
 
Love shall be our token; love be 
yours and love be mine.  
              ~ Christina Rossetti     

COMING SOON!!   During Lent… 
 
Soup & Scripture, Sundays in March from 
11:30-1:30.  Enjoy soup, bread and devotion 
with faith sharing with Pastor Jan. 
 
Food for the Stomach and Soul 
Wednesdays in March from 11:00-12:30  
Join Pastor Jan for a time of prayer for the 
needs of the church, community and nation. 
Bring your lunch. We will sing, pray and eat! 
 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
     Happy New Year!  We are excited about 
our Sweetheart of a Bazaar and Victorian Tea 
on January 28th.  We changed from our usual 
date in December to break up the “winter 
blues.”  We have many gift ideas for loved 
ones in your family.  Our popular Victorian Tea 
will be served in the beautifully transformed 
Bouton Room.  We are having the duo of 
‘Shephers and Ewe’ for your listening pleasure. 
     We use the funds we raise during the year 
to support many Missions in our church and 
community.  This year we honored our shut-ins 
with a donation to our food pantry.   
     Thinking about Spring Cleaning?  The 
Spring Rummage Sale is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 29.  Mark your calendars. 
Collection of items can begin 3 weeks in 
advance. 
     Our Mother/Child Banquet will be on Friday, 
May 5.  Mark your calendars now….details will  
be available in bulletin announcements and a 
spring Family Circle. 
     Did you know we have a Woman’s Library 
in the Bouton Room? Stop in and check out 
our shelves.   We welcome new members the 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ our 6:30 
gatherings in the Bouton Room at the church. 
     If you have any questions contact Sue 
Boucher @ 724-5084. 

~ Sue Boucher ,President 
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THE YOUTH GROUP  
The Youth Group is planning on meeting a 
couple times in February.  We would like to get 
together for a round of mini golf.  Dates are to 
be determined.  If you have an idea of 
something you would like the youth to do or be 
a part of, please contact Katie, Teri, or Jenn.  A 
huge shout out to Zoe for her part in the play 
and also to Erin for earning her spot in the 
Southern Tier Youth Wind Ensemble!!  We are 
proud of you, keep up the good work!!  
 
~  Jenn Evans 
  

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 MISSION AND OUTREACH  
 
To recap our last projects of 2016….. 
     Our Hat and Mitten Tree collected 372 
items for Calvin Coolidge and East Middle 
Schools.  Two bags full of beauty and personal 
care items for Binghamton High School were 
donated by Phyllis Smith.  Our largest 
collection so far…..great job Fairview! 
     The Advent Food Boxes brought in 500 
food items.  WOW…job well done.  
     Now let’s look at 2017.  Beginning Sunday, 
January 29 we will be collecting bath towels 
and wash cloths for the families in our Food 
Pantry.  White sales galore fill the weekly sale 
flyers! Use your Kohls Cash or Bonus Bucks to 
make this special purchase.  On Monday, 
February 13 we will hand out the towels to 
family who come to the Food Pantry.   
     Karon Lewis has offered to organize 
coupons for the Pantry.  If you have coupons 
that you do not use…PLEASE bring them in. 
There will be a box in the Narthex for the 
coupons. 
     The 2nd Annual Soup/Chili Cook-Off will be 
on Sunday, February 26th. We are looking for 
chefs to participate.  Forms will be in the 
narthex and can be turned in from January 22  
to February 19 (no later please).  All proceeds 
from this fun project will go to the Rescue 
Mission.  We recently began the refinishing of 
the tables at the Recuse Mission. This project 
has been a long time coming and we are 
happy it is underway. 
 
Sue Boucher, Chair   (724-5084 with questions) 
 
 
 

Jesus is a never-ending 
love story. 

 

FRIENDS and FAMILY 
EVENING WORSHIP  

 Music by the Praise Band 
 

February 12th   
God’s Gift of Love   

 

6:00pm Light refreshments 
6:30 Service 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 
The UMM will hold their monthly breakfast on 
Saturday, February 25 at 8:00 am.  We will 
have a delicious breakfast followed by a brief 
meeting and then break out into groups to 
tackle some chores around the church.  There 
are several areas of the church that need 
cleaning out, so that we might use those areas 
for others storage places.  I hope all men of the 
church will make it a point to try to attend this 
gathering.  The custodian does not have the 
hours to get to these ‘extra’ projects and our 
budget won’t handle more hours.  This is a way 
we men can be of special help to the church.   
 
~ Joe Coons, Co-Chair   
 
 
 

 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
     It is with grateful hearts, that we of the 
Spiritual Development Committee thank all 
who participated in the Christmas pageant.  To 
the parents who brought the children to 
practice, the teachers who gave of their 
Sunday school time, and to Pastor Jan who 
designed such a beautiful service.  A special, 
Thank YOU!!, to Barbara Becker, Debbie 
McMichael, and Robyn Eastman for their 
guidance of the Pageant itself. 
     The committee is so over joyed at the 
response to the Pageant Luncheon.  Thank 
you to all who provided food, who came to 
enjoy a great meal, and to those who cleaned 
after the meal. 
     Cookies, Cookies, and Cookies… Thank 
you to those who made cookies and bought 
cookies for our SKY LAKE Fund Raiser to send 
children to summer camp.  With the purchase 

of 38 trays and gifts; we raise about $800 for 
the children. 
     Raise money, Spend money; those who 
want to go to summer camp Please contact 
Amy Kehoe at akehoe1353@aol.com or Leon 
Jicha Sr (607-723-5963) at lbjsr@yahoo.com 
or call the church (607-724-6886).  If you know 
the camp provide your name, contact 
information and the camp to which you want to 
go. 
     To the parents and any others who want to, 
the committee is having a Fund 
Raiserbeginning on February 26.  We will be 
selling from catalogs for Rada Cutlery and C&A 
Homegoods.  The packets will be handed out 
by Amy Kehoe after Sunday church. 
     Whew!!!... One last thing and not least, the 
committee wants to produce a Lenten 
Devotional booklet for 2017.  We need your 
help!  We need articles similar to the Upper 
Room.  Ask Amy Kehoe, Leon Jicha Sr and 
Pastor Jan if you need help.  These articles 
need to be in by February 12.  We would like 
them to be about your experiences at Fairview 
UMC that affects or affected your life.  Last bit 
of warning, Don’t make us come out and get 
you!  ☺ LOL! 
 
Praise God and thank you for your time 
reading this! 
Leon Jicha Sr, Co-Chair 
      
    
      

 
LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
 
February  5 -  Heart Healthy Sunday Potluck  
February 12 - Friends & Family Evening Worship 
February 25 – Chicken & Biscuit Dinner 
February 26 – Soup & Chili Cook-Off 
 
See the enclosed calendar for February church 
meetings and additional activities. 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES TABLE…. 
    The new year has begun and we are off to a 
great start. We will soon be getting a new 
sound system in the sanctuary – the message 
and music of Easter will be enjoyed more 
clearly!  We also will be looking into getting 
a new carillon, something that has been 
missing for a long time. 
     We look forward to 2017 and all that the 
Lord brings. 
 
~ Robin Eastman & David Tyler, Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
Finance Committee - Update 
 
     Thank You to all for a successful 2016! We 
were able to pay 80% of our Ministry Shares! 
As in sports, it is always difficult to repeat. We 
hope to have another successful year 
financially in 2017.  If you intend to pledge, we 
are asking you to turn in your pledge cards. 
This helps us to plan for this year.  Currently, 
we are facing a deficit for 2017. We need to 
close the gap between planned expenditures 
and pledges. We hope to continue our 
momentum going forward.  The only  way we 
can do that is through your generous giving. 
Thank you for all that you have done and let’s 
do it agin in 2017! 
     We hope you will come out on February 25th 
for the Chicken and Biscuit Dinner. 
 
~ Dale Spencer, Finance Chair 
 

Family Ministries  
 
     We had a great start to the new year with a 
January 1st Potluck Diner. Thanks to Barb 
Becker for the party hats and noise makers. 
The committee was wonderful and a special 
thank you to Myrt Buchanan for the extra help. 
     On Friday, January 20th Family Ministries 
held a Family Craft Night. A great time was had 
by all who attended.  Thanks to Josie Reinhard 
and Sue Barton the craft turned out beautiful. 
Thank you to Hank and Sheila Runyon for 
donating the needed canning jars. 
     February 5th we are hosting a Potluck 
Dinner after the service.  We know the big 
ticket item of the day is football but we hope 
you will make a dish to share and enjoy dinner 
before Superbowl festivities begin. 
     We are Heart Healthy Social Hour hosts on 
Sunday, February 12th.  There will be blood 
pressure checks by our Parish Nurse, Sue 
Barton. 
 
~ Nancy Price, Chair 
 
 

      
 

FROM THE OFFICE - Carol 
 
March Family Circle articles are due NO later 
than February 20th   Please mark your 
calendars now and honor that deadline 
 
Please help us keep the records straight by 
giving us updates of any address, phone or  
e-mail changes.  
 
Office Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:00 to 2:00 
 


