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************************************************************************************* 
 

From Pastor Jan 
 
     A story is told of a man who adopted a forty pound, eleven month old dog.  The happy, frolicking 
puppy took up residence with the family and all their other pets: four red–bellied newts, a frog, several 
fish, a gerbil, a rabbit and an obnoxious cat.   They named the dog Ebony and she was quite 
affectionate and was quickly accepted by all the pets but one. The cat did not like this new intruder.  
He ruffled their set way of doing things and invaded her territory.  The cat became resentful of this 
new “thing” in their midst and became hostile.  She took up residence beneath the couch and refused 
to come out when coaxed. Whenever Ebony would come near she would hiss. It wasn’t long before 
Ebony had a scratched nose.  
      
     James Moore says that this story relates to one of the greatest problems in our world. (and 
sometimes the church)  It is closed-mindedness or the fear of anything new.  God is ever new and 
bringing us face to face with new ideas, new people, new challenges, new opportunities to serve and 
love others, even new ways to worship!  All to often, our response is that of the sullen cat.  We hide 
under the couch and hiss and snap at what is new.  This fearful reaction to new things is as old as the 
Bible.  
      
     Isn’t that what the Pharisees did with Jesus?  They didn’t like his new ideas and didn’t understand 
his new approach. They hated the new thoughts he was putting into people’s heads. He was actually 
eating with sinners and poor people, talking to women and touching sick people.  They tried to call 
him out, they griped, they ridiculed and hissed. Eventually they attacked him with all the anger they 
could muster. 
 
     As we move through Lent, let us be aware of our sin of closed-mindedness and the ways we 
struggle with change.  We have a new contemporary service, new leaders trying different 
approaches.  Folks are coming up with new ideas for fund raising, new thoughts on how to reach out.  
At some point we will have a new sound system and screens for words to songs, announcements and 
pictures to convey a message.  We hope to add more small groups and news ways to learn about 
God.       
      
     May we move forward in faith, ready to see what plans God has for us that are about to unfold!     
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Leading Us in Worship-March 2017 
 

March 1   Ash Wednesday @ 7:00 
Liturgist:  Ellen Gardiner 
Ushers:    Alan Slocum 
Sermon:  “Gathering Around the Cross” 
 
March  5   (Holy Communion) 
Greeter:    Pat Kavelesky 
Liturgist:    Leon Jicha, Sr 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                  Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:     Nathaniel Evans 
Crucifer:    Mike Purdy 
Scripture:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
                  Matthew 4:1-11, Psalm 32 
Sermon:    “Temptation!” 
 
March 12   
Greeter:    Debbie Tweedie 
Liturgist:    Joe Coons 
Ushers:     Jeremy Kimball, Jim Burlingame,                   
                  Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:     Isabella Ross    
Crucifer:    Jessica Spencer 
Scripture:  Psalm 121,  Matthew 17:1-9 
Serrmon:   “Moments that take our breath away” 

Friends & Family Evening Worship  
Marcia Focht Preaching 
         “Awareness training. Jesus style” 
 
March 19  
Greeter:    Bill Bentley 
Liturgist:    Kevin Emmons 
Ushers:     Alan Slocum,  Mark Slocum 
                 Mike Purdy, Michael Garren 
Acolyte:    Emily Bentley 
Crucifer:   Erin Bentley 
Scripture:  Exodus 17:1-7,   John 4:5-42 
Sermon:    “Walking Alongside Us” 
 
March 26  Healing Service 
Greeter:    Hank Runyan 
Liturgist:    Blenda Smith 
Ushers:     Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                  Karon Lewis, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:     Zoe Barr 
Crucifer:    Riley Spencer 
Scripture: Romans 5:1-11,  John 9:1-41 
Sermon:   “Healing Hands” 

Remember Our “Seniors” 

Lent – what better season to set aside some 
time to make a call, write a note or make a visit. 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
Joyce Gilkeson    same as above 
 
Willow Point  
Bucky Merritt    Room 101    (for Rehab)   
                         3700 Vestal Road 
                         Vestal, NY 13850 
 
Bridgewater Center 
Jeanne Randall    Room 263  
                              159 Front Street 
                              Binghamton NY 13905 
 
At Home 
Betty Buck     209 East Frederick Street 
                      Binghamton NY 13904 
Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 
 
 

   
 
Our Worship Attendance 

February 5       111 
February 12     cancelled  snow storm               
February 19     101      Evening Service  17 
February 26      
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A special THANK YOU goes to: 
-  UMW for hosting a successful Victorian Tea 
-  all who donated bath towels/wash cloths for  
our Food Pantry families 
-  the Noonan, Bentley, Evans/Reid, Fifield and 
Andres families for their homemade Valentines 
that we tucked into our towel give-away. 
-  Praise Band for the inspiring monthly 
evening worship opportunity 
- Barb Becker, refreshments for Contemporary 
Service in February 
-  our faithful Food Pantry volunteers and all 
who donate to the pantry 
-  Shirley & Joe Coons and Amy Kehoe for 
putting together our Lenten Devotional  
-  Karon Lewis for compiling our Time and 
Talent Sheets 
-  Gary Loichle for returning bottles and cans 
for deposit 
 
 

  MUSICAL NOTES  
 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
  
     In February we welcomed musical guests 
“Valley Harmony” to worship.  Back by popular 
demand, this men’s quartet lifted our spirits 
and filled our souls with their great music and 
close harmonies. 
    On March 5 we will welcome musical guests 
Moe and  Denise Helms on piano and french 
horn and on March 12  Shepherd and Ewe, 
piano and cello. Lee also plays the violin so 
look forward to a new piece “Be Thou My 
Vision” played by the Bell Choir accompanied 
by cello, flute and violin.  On Ash Wednesday, 
March 1 we will enjoy special music by the 
Praise Band and Festive Ringers Bell Choir. 
 
 
“Prayer is where the action is."  
                     ~ John Wesley 

 
 

 
Ash Wednesday,  March 1 at 7:00 PM 
     Join us in the Fellowship Hall as we begin 
the season of Lent together. Our focus will be 
on prayer during Lent.  We will gather around 
the Old Rugged Cross and receive the 
imposition of ashes. We will end with a 
candlelight ceremony as we meet Jesus at the 
cross.  After worship that night, participants will 
get their Lenten Devotional.  
 
Note: Maundy Thursday (April 13), at the end 
of Lent, worship will be in the sanctuary. We 
have invited Windsor UMC to join us.     
       During Lent members of both churches will 
be meeting to create a mosaic cross that will 
eventually be hung in our narthex.  (See Pastor  
Jan if you want to help.)  At the end of the 
service we will add our broken pieces to the 
cross to remind us that Jesus enters our 
suffering.   
     On Good Friday (April 14) we have been 
invited to Windsor UMC for a combined 
Tenebrae Service at 7:00 PM.   
 
 
Coming SOON During Lent……. 
 
Soup & Scripture 
Sundays in March from 11:30-1:30.  Enjoy 
soup, bread and devotion with faith sharing 
with Pastor Jan. 
 
Food for the Stomach and Soul 
Wednesdays in March from 11:00-12:30  
Join Pastor Jan for a time of prayer for the 
needs of the church, community and nation. 
Bring a bag lunch. We will sing, pray and eat! 
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     Have we thanked you all lately for 
contributing to our loving/giving food pantry? 
We gave out 64 towels and wash clothes, plus 
24 bags of groceries on February 13th! This 
campaign was under the direction of our 
Mission Committee, of which we are a sub-
committee. And then, on February 20th, we got 
to do it all over again because you all gave so 
many towels and wash clothes!! That day we 
gave out 23 sets. On this day, we also gave 
out some children's bath gel, thanks to Linda 
and AJ VonWolfersdorf. God is good and so 
are you. 
       We had a meeting on February 19th, after 
church. We are going to increase the amount 
of bags we make each week because of an 
increase of pantry clients.  
     Karon Lewis will be collecting any coupons 
you have so that we all share in savings on our 
grocery bills. There is a box in the narthex for 
coupons. 
     We will be having a "prayer request" basket 
for our clients to submit any of their concerns 
during Lent. We have a feeling this may 
continue beyond the Lenten season. We are 
also going to give out invitations in the bags for 
our Ash Wednesday service.  
     Our next meeting will be April 30th, after 
church. 
     So, keep on bringing in food and/or 
contributing $$ to this wonderful mission.  
     A recent devotion in our Upper Room talked 
about us.  "God also smiles on us when we 
perform small acts of kindness behind the 
scenes, without expecting anything in return." 
Dear God, help us to please you through our 
actions today. Amen                     
 
In Christ's love,  
Susan Barton and Michelle Newkirk 
. 
  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN																		
								What a success our Sweetheart Bazaar 
and Tea was on January 28, 2017. The 
vendors enjoyed having something to do after 
the Christmas rush...the Tea attenders liked 
having a break after the Holidays. "Shepherd 
and Ewe" out shined themselves with the 
lovely, lively music and dressed in their 
costumes. Thanks to all who made our day so 
special...the Bouton Room never looked so 
lovely.  Josie Reinhard, Pat Kavalesky, Joan 
Murray and Donna Jicha have a natural talent 
with decorations.  Judy Becker, Barb Becker, 
Nancy Price organized Fellowship Hall to make 
shopping easier. Thanks to Leon Jicha for 
being an honorary UMW members and 
manning the kitchen with soup and sandwiches 
for lunch.  
     Our calendar for Spring is filling up fast. 
Palm Sunday (April 9) we will be serving 
breakfast to our church family.  Saturday, April 
29 is our Spring Rummage Sale. Please 
remember that donated articles can be brought 
in 3 weeks ahead of time and put in the room 
to the left of the stage...an answer to Spring 
cleaning. NOTE: our Mother/Child banquet has 
been changed to Saturday, May 20 at 6 
pm...see Judy Becker for Tickets..Adults: 
$7.00. Children 6-12: $3.50 and 5 and under 
are free. Our own Dave Gardiner is in charge 
of the meal. 
     Ladies if you are interested in attending the 
Birthday Tea on Tuesday, June 13, 2017 and 
haven't been asked as of yet ..please contact 
Sue Boucher. Last year we helped out the 
Praise Band with a donation from our offering.     
     We invite all ladies 14 years and older to 
join our group. Meetings are the second 
Tuesdays of the month at 6:30.   If you have 
any questions contact Sue Boucher @ 724-
5084. 
  
 
SISTERS OF LYDIA 
Calling all Sisters……our next meeting is 
March 6th @ 6:30pm.  Don’t forget to read 
chapter 1 in our new study book “7 Women.” 
Hope to see you all there!   
 
~  Sue Papastrat 
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LADIES OF THE LAKE: Rejuvenate 
Join Pastor Jan and other sisters in Christ for a 
chance for spring renewal at Sky Lake.  Save 
the dates April 21-23.  Hurry, reservations fill 
up fast. Reminder that you can get a once a 
year $50 gift from the church and grants are 
also available from Sky Lake.  This would also 
make a wonder gift for someone you love! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Lent stimulates us to let the Word 
of God penetrate our life and in 
this way to know the fundamental 
truth: who we are, where we come 
from, where we must go, what path 
we must take in life..."  
                ~ Pope Benedict XVI 

 

 
 
 MISSION AND OUTREACH  

     I would like to say a great big THANKS to 
all who donated towels and washcloths to our 
Food Pantry Families. Last count I heard was 
ninety plus. I am sure all the families were 
surprised. 
     Also I would like to thank ALL the 
volunteers of Fairview Church. For example.... 
on February 25th money collectors,cooks, 
bakers,servers, dish washers and dryers are 
needed for the Chicken and Biscuit dinner..and 
I'm sure there are plenty to help out. Next 
Saturday, March 4, is the monthly Rescue 
Mission dinner and all the slots are filled to 
make the meal. It is always a pleasure working 
with so many fine  and giving people.  A thank 
you to Barb and John Crane for alternating with 
me to provide delicious meals for the men. 
Never heard a complaint in the almost five 
years that we have been serving meals. 
Thanks to Jon and Phyllis Smith and Steve 
Deinhardt for providing rides to church on 
Sunday for the men. To all the families who 
buy extra food each week so our pantry is able 
to fill the 35 bags needed each week. To those 
who help fill and pass out the food bags each 
week....thanks.  To those who teach Sunday 
School each and every Sunday and spread the 
news of our Lord and Savior...to our fine choirs 
and bells and praise band..many hours of 
practicing to provide beautiful music for our 
services. How can we put a price on our 
service?  We can't!!  Spring and Summer are 
our busiest time.  Special thanks to so many 
people....  

~ Sue Boucher, Chair    

 

FRIENDS and FAMILY 
EVENING WORSHIP  

 Music by the Praise Band 
 

March 12th   
Marcia Focht Preaching 

“Awareness training. Jesus style” 
 

6:00pm Light refreshments 
6:30 Service 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
     The push to get ready to send campers to 
Sky Lake is well started.  If you want to go to 
Sky Lake contact Leon Jicha Sr. 607-723-5963 
(lbjsr@yahoo.com) or Amy Kehoe  
 607-222-4314  (akehoe1353@aol.com).     
We need a list of campers who want to go.  A 
youth and their parent(s) or guardian should 
help with the Fund Raiser beginning February 
26 and ending March 26.    Fund raising 
packets will be given out on February 26th right 
after church to campers who would like a 
campership   We ask the congregation to 
support the fund raising sale by buying from 
Rada Homegoods or the Flower Seed Sale.  If 
you need to participate please contact Leon or 
Amy.   Applications for Sky Lake camps MUST 
be received by the committee before March 
26th.   Further the youth will need to make a 
tree (see Amy for information) the subject is 
“How Fairview United Methodist Church makes 
you feel good about yourself, others and God”.  
This project needs to be completed by April 9. 
     Lent begins March 1, 2017!   The Lenten 
Devotional Books will be given out at the Ash 
Wednesday Service that will begin at 7:00p.m. 
     Each Sunday after Church in March there 
will be Soup and Scripture from 11:30 a.m. 
until 1:30 p.m. with the theme “Give It Up!”  
You will find the signup sheets in the narthex.   
Please sign up to bring soup or bread for the 
meal.  The Sundays are March 5, 12, 19, 26.  
     On Wednesdays during Lent  (March 
1,8,15,22,29), there will be a prayer circle from 
11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. with the theme 
“Food for the Body and the Soul.”   All in the 
community will be able to supply prayers. You 
will need to bring your own lunch. 
     The Spiritual Life Committee sincerely 
hopes you can attend one or more of these 

Special Lenten Opportunities for Spiritual 
Growth!  We wish you a Blessed Lenten 
Season in which your faith will grow!!! 
 
God Bless you and your family, 
Leon Jicha Sr, Co-Chair 
      
 
    
FROM THE TRUSTEES TABLE…. 
We are going to be taking an inventory of keys 
for the church on Sunday, April 2nd .  We are 
asking anyone who has keys to the building, 
inside or outside, to bring them to church.  We 
will then register what keys are out.  We thank 
you for your help at securing our church. 
 
~ Robin Eastman & David Tyler, Co-Chairs 
 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t  
want to miss! 
 
March 1  -  Ash Wednesday Service @ 7:00pm 
March 12 – Contemporary Worship 
                   6:00 Refreshments  6:30 Service 
Wednesdays – 11-12:30 Food for Stomach & Soul 
Sundays – 11:30-1:30  Soup & Scripture 
 
See the enclosed calendar for March church 
meetings and additional activities. 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
The Youth Group had a great time helping to 
prepare for the Chicken and Biscuit dinner.  It 
is always a great time when we get together.  
We are still looking forward to getting together 
for miniature golf or a Sunday afternoon in the 
youth room.  Further details will follow.    If you 
have any ideas or are interested in joining the 
youth, please let Katie, Jenn, or Teri know.   
 
~ Jennifer Evans 
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Family Ministries  
 
     On February 5th Family Ministries 
hosted a Pot Luck Dinner that was the 
best attendance so far. Thank you to all 
who attended.  The fellowship was great 
and the food was wonderful. We are so 
excited about the growth of the Pot Luck 
Dinners.  Thank you to Sue Boucher for 
helping the committee set-up and clean-
up.  Also, thank you to Michael Garren, 
and Joe Coons for making the extra 
coffee. 
     Due to the weather on February 12th 
church was cancelled.  Our Healthy Heart 
Social Hour was hosted in the Fellowship 
Hall on the next Sunday.   
     Please mark your calendars for 
Thursday, June 22 @ 6:35. United 
Methodist Night at the Ballpark.  More 
information later.   
     Family Ministries will not be hosting 
Pot Luck Dinners or activities until after 
the Lenten Season.  Thank you to all who 
support the activities/ministries of our 
committee. 
 
~ Nancy Price, Chair 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Thanks to all that pledged for 2017!  We need 
all of you to continue to grow our ministry here 
at Fairview UMC.  Currently we face a deficit in 
our budget for 2017, but through prayer and 
dedicated giving from our spirited 
congregation, we know we will have another 
successful year financially.  We hope to shrink 
the gap through creative fundraising 
throughout the year. Please help us as we take 
on new challenges! 
 
~  Dale Spencer, Finance Chair 
 
 

      
 

FROM THE OFFICE - Carol 
 
April Family Circle articles are due NO later 
than March 20th    Please mark your calendars 
now and honor that deadline. 
 
An early reminder so an important celebration 
isn’t missed!!   Pastor Jan’s birthday is April 2.  
 
Please help us keep the church records 
straight by giving us updates of any address, 
phone or e-mail changes.  
 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:00 to 2:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


