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************************************************************************************** 
 
From Pastor Jan 
 
                  "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer"  Romans12:2    
 
Now wouldn't that verse make a great bumper sticker?  If you are looking for scripture to memorize 
that would be a good one! 
 
At a class this summer, I learned about break through prayer. It is a prayer that invites the Spirit of 
God to come and take root in significant places.  We have been trying it out in our Wednesday Prayer 
group.  At the end of our prayer time in the chapel we get out of our chairs and go to a place in the 
church and offer prayers in that space.   We started in the church office.  We know it is a hub of 
activity. It is a place where things are organized, typed, copied, a place for financial work and a 
welcome place for people in need.  We gathered around Carol, our Administrative Assistant, and 
prayed over the space. We asked for safety and invited God to touch each life that entered the room.   
When we found out that we were in need of nursery and teacher volunteers we prayed in the nursery 
and Sunday School rooms. We asked God to rise up teachers to lead our children and youth. 
Recently when the church was in the process of making important decisions regarding renting the 
Fellowship Hall to the Mental Health Association, we went downstairs and prayed. We simply asked 
for a clear direction to those making decisions.  We prayed for those in our community who need a 
safe place.   Last week I was sick and they came to my office.  They prayed for my healing and the 
important work that goes on here-counseling folks, discerning the spirit as I lead this church. In 
September we may take our prayers outside.  Just think of the buildings and situations within walking 
distance that could use a prayer. 
 
I invite you to try it.  Silent or out loud, offer prayers over important places at significant times.  How 
about praying over your class room before the children arrive, the board room before a decision is 
made, the park so people will be safe. Pray over your children's rooms or your family room.  Ask 
God's holy breathe to bathe the space with peace, offering you a clear direction how best to serve 
God. The possibilities are endless.  I invite you to join us in trying this prayer and watching the Spirit 
break- through in some amazing ways!  Let me know what you try! 
 
                                                                 Pastor Jan 
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Leading Us in Worship- September 2017 
 
September 3   Marcia Focht preaching 
Greeter:   Connie Papastrat 
Liturgist:    Sarah Eastman 
Ushers:     Dave Tyler, Kevin Emmons,     
                  Dave Gardiner, Sue Barton 
Acolyte:     Nathaniel Evans 
 
 
 
September 10 
Greeter:    Debbie Tweedie 
Liturgist:    Blenda Smith 
Ushers:     Jeremy Kimball, Jim Burlingame,                   
                  Sandy Burlingame, Linda Merritt 
Acolyte:     Isabella Ross    
Scripture:  Exodus 12:1-14, Romans 13:8-14 
                  Matthew 18:15-35 
Serrmon:  “The art of a good apology” 
 
 
 
September 17     
Greeter:    Linda Purdy 
Liturgist:    Kevin Emmons 
Ushers:     Alan Slocum,  Mark Slocum 
                 Mike Purdy, Michael Garren 
Acolyte:    Riley Spencer   
Scripture:  Leviticus 19:34, I John 4:7-8, 16 
                 James 2:8, John 13:34                            
Sermon:   “Coloring the World with God’s Love” 
 
 
 
September 24 
Greeter:    Michael Garren 
Liturgist:    Amy Kehoe 
Ushers:     Joan Murray, Penny Daugherty,  
                  Karon Lewis, Linda Purdy 
Acolyte:     Erin Bentley 
Scriptures:  Exodus 16:2-15, Matthew 20:1-16 
Sermon:  “A free lunch!” 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Our “Seniors” 
Make a call, write a note or better yet make a 
visit! 
 
Elizabeth Church Manor 
Dorothy Crane    863 Upper Front Street 
                            Binghamton NY 13901 
 
NY State Veterans Home 
Bucky Merritt    Oak Village   Room 405 
                         4207 State Hwy 220 
                         Oxford NY 13830-4305 
 
Vestal Nursing Home 
Betty Buck    Room C144 
                     105 W Sheedy Road 
                      Vestal NY 13850 
 
 
At Home 
Larry & Sarah Baker   146 Old State Rd 
                                    Binghamton NY 13901 
 

Louise Disbro     110 Chenango Place  Apt 4A 
                            Binghamton NY 13901       
 

Evelyn Evans    130 Robinson Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 

Nellie Hickok    156 Bigelow Street 
                          Binghamton NY  13904 
 

John Hillard   54 Bigelow Street 
                       Binghamton NY 13904 
 

Paul & Ethel Jones   64 Ahern Rd 
                                  Binghamton NY 13903 
 

Katherine Roe  33 Riverside Street 
                          Binghamton NY 13904   
 

 
 
 
“Remember, we all stumble, every 
one of us.  That’s why it’s a 
comfort to go hand in hand.” 
                   ~ Emily Kimbrough 
 
 



 3 

  
 
Our Worship Attendance 

July   30       68 
August   6    90 
             13   65 
             20   76 
   27 
We hope you have been in the count!  If not, 
see you in September!!  Sunday School begins 
on the 17th for all ages at 9:15 and worship at 
10:30.  
 
A special THANK YOU goes to: 
~  Ellen Gardiner and Blenda Smith for 
covering the hospitals in August 
~  Leon Jicha Jr and Blenda Smith for 
preaching 
~  all who brought in food for the Pantry 
Challenge and to all the faithful Food Pantry 
volunteers 
~  all who helped with Wednesday Story Times 
~  our Wednesday Prayer team for holding us i 
in prayer 
 
 
 
NOTE FROM Jenn Evans & Darnel Reid 
Thank you to EVERYONE who said a 
prayer, called, sent a card or message or 
just thought of me and my family while I 
was in the hospital after having Amayah. 
 A very special thank you to Ellen Gardiner 
for stopping by and checking on us and to 
Blenda Smith for the delicious meal that 
you brought to the house.  Also, a special 
thanks to the moms that reached out with 
words of encouragement knowing that it 
was hard being away from the baby so 
soon.  The amount of love we felt during 
such a difficult time meant a lot to us and 
we appreciate all of you!! 
                
 

In early August, FUMC received the 
following note from a former member 
now residing in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia: 

     I am amazed at the amount of good work 
that Fairview Church undertakes. 
     Recognizing that August is often a time of 
lower receipts I am tendering the enclosed to 
use in your general fund. 
     (This is a one-time donation: I have 
liquidated a lifetime collection, and am tithing 
the receipts of it). 
                                  God Bless, 
                                  Darryl White 

Thank you Mr. White, for noticing the work 
that we do and for your long distance 
support of our ministries.  Your monetary 
gift is greatly appreciated. 

 
 Evening Services Resume 
     Bring a friend and join us for the start of our 
upcoming season of evening services.  This 
next one on September 10 will have the theme 
of “Seeking Peace.”  Led by the Praise Band, 
we will enjoy some time of singing and hear a 
prayer in the four corners of the sanctuary to 
symbolize prayers for peace in all corners of 
our world.  We will hear scriptures and quotes 
related to peace and think about one way each 
of us can promote peace in our own lives.    
     Why not consider putting this on your 
schedule for the upcoming year?  Or if for 
some reason you miss the morning service, 
here’s your chance to worship in the evening.  
Our services are the second Sunday evening 
of each month.  6:00 PM refreshments, 6:30 
PM worship.  (Note:  each month we need 
ushers-see Dave Tyler, greeters-see Linda 
Purdy and refreshments-see Marcia Focht)  
 
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 
 We enjoyed time together in the Fairview Park 
finishing our study on the Book of Genesis led 
by Pastor Jan. We were amazed how these 
ancient stories related to our story today. We 
shared lunch, reflection, prayer and wonderful 
fellowship. 
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         September 9th 

      11:00am till Sold Out 

     $9.00    Take-Out Only 

======================= 

 
LADIES OF THE LAKE 
October 6-8.   Mark your calendars for the next 
woman’s retreat at Sky Lake. This year the 
theme will be, “We Are Guided by Our Feet 
and the Path Our Feet Take Us.” Come take in 
the breath-taking view of Sky Lake during the 
fall season.  Pastor Jan serves as co- host and 
chaplain for the weekend. Take a walk on a 
nature trail, sit by the fire with a book, learn to 
draw a mandala, hear a story teller weave a 
tale or get a massage.  Come ready to find rest 
for your souls and fellowship with your sisters.  
Reminder: our Spiritual Development 
committee offers 50$ for anyone going on a 
retreat.  

    

 

Prayer Group The “prayer warriors” have  
continued meeting throughout the summer at 
11:00 on Wednesdays in the Chapel.  All are 
welcome to join us for prayers, followed by a 
bag lunch at noon.   Please let us know of any 
prayer requests you have. 
 
~ Karon Lewis, Co-ordinator 

ARE YOU READY??? 
     Dust off those saddle shoes and penny 
loafers. Get out that poodle skirt and leather 
jacket – This year’s Cabaret will be a 50’s 
Sock Hop theme!! 
     Mark your calendar for this sold out event, 
November 18th.  Tickets will go on sale in 
October and it is a not to miss night of talent, 
decadent desserts, tons of baskets and gift 
cards at the Silent Auction and just an all 
around fun night! 
     Not too early to start making a basket or 
getting gift cards from anyone you may do 
business with. 
      We are also looking for records, small and 
large for decorations – they will be returned at 
the end of the event. 
     The committee is busy making this the best 
Cabaret yet!!!     
 
~ Karen Gdovin, Cabaret Chair 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

This is an open invitation to all women of 
Fairview ,14years and over, to join the United 
Methodist Women  on Tuesday, September 12, 
at 6:30 pm. We will have a Pound Auction to 
start of the Fall Season. All proceeds will go to 
a local Mission. We will be working on plans for 
our upcoming Rummage Sale on Saturday, 
September 16 from 8:30-2:00. Bag Sale from 
1-2pm. If you have any items that you want to 
donate please contact Sue Boucher for pick 
up.  A luncheon will be available . Also plans 
are underway for our Bazaar and Victorian Tea 
on Saturday, January 27, 2018. Tickets will go 
on sale in December. For questions	or 
concerns please contact: Sue Boucher 724-
5084 or sdb13903@hotmail.com 

~  Sue Boucher , UMW President   
 
A Call for Jewelry from Ethel Jones and 
Eileen Jones.  The ever-so-popular jewelry 
table, always present at the Rummage Sale, is 
very low on inventory. If you have any jewelry 
you would like to donate, please call Ethel or 
Eileen @ 723-8614.  Thank you! 
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TRUSTEES TABLE 

     We are happy to report that the new sound 
system has been installed. At this time we 
have three people to run the system: Reese 
Schultheis, Mike Purdy, and Mikey Purdy. 
If you are interested in being part of the team, 
please see Robin Eastman. 
     If you still have a hard time hearing, please 
come back to the left corner of the sanctuary 
for a hearing assistance device. 
 
~ Robin Eastman and David Tyler, Co-Chairs 
 
 

Family Ministries  

     Family Ministries had a busy summer 
assisting Missions with the Read-a- Book 
Take-a -Book, and Night Out in the Park. On 
Sunday August 20th, we had a Pot Luck Picnic.  
Everyone that came had a great time.  Thank 
you for offering the hot dogs and hamburgers 
they were very good.   Thanks to Joe Coons 
who cooked them. 
     Family Ministry is looking forward to working 
with the families in the church as well as   
outside the church.  We hope you will support 
us.  If you have Ideas that you would like to 
see occur please let me know.   
     We will be starting the Pot Luck Dinners 
after services on Sunday October 1th, in the 
Bouton Room. They will be held the first 
Sunday of each month. 
     Our special meal program needs volunteers 
to make a meal for someone just out of the 
hospital.  Please call to add your name to the 
list of volunteers. You can contact Nancy Price 
[221-5231], Church Office [724-6886}, or 
Penny Daugherty {775-0696]. 
 
Look forward to seeing everyone as we ‘rally 
back’ in September! 
 
~ Nancy Price, Chair  

New Members Class on October 1st.     
     Meet with Pastor Jan for a light lunch in the 
Bouton Room and hear more about the United 
Methodist Church and Fairview church in 
particular.  The class will join during worship on 
Sunday October 15th There is a sign-up sheet 
in the Narthex. 
 
 
 
 

MUSICAL NOTES  
 
FROM PASTOR JAN 
      
     It’s that time of the year again to think about 
choir start up.  Do you have a child or 
grandchild that would enjoy being in the 
Children’s Choir?  We really want to see this 
choir grow. They begin September 17 right 
after church in the Chapel. Praise Band has 
already started. We welcome Mackenzie 
Gdovin back with us!  We meet Monday nights 
in the sanctuary at 5 PM.   Festive Ringers 
meet in the sanctuary beginning September 6 
at 5:45   Chancel Choir meets in the Bouton 
Room at 7 PM beginning September 6.  Come, 
give us a try! 
    We have ordered our last octave of hand 
bells and are excited about having the 
complete set of our own.  Thanks for your 
generosity to help make this possible. If you 
would like to purchase a piece of music in 
honor or memory of someone see me. Cost is 
approximately 35$ for Chancel Choir 60$ for 
Bell Choir.  
     Special thanks to Nate Evans, George 
Ernst, Julie and Kelvin Lee and Kate Daum 
and Roger Ditch (Windsor UMC) for providing 
special music in August. 
 
 



 6 

SISTERS OF LYDIA 
Hope all the Sisters are enjoying their summer 
and “chilin by the pool”.  Our group is growing 
and we always have room for more at our 
table.  Consider joining this  Sister group the 
first Monday of each month.  Remember our 
next meeting is October 2nd at 6:30pm.  Hope 
to see some new faces.  Enjoy the rest of your 
summer. 
 
~ Sue Papastrat 
 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD to activities you won’t want 
to miss! 
 
September 2 – Whitney Place Meal  
(prepared & served to Rescue Mission residents)     
September 9 – Chicken BBQ 
September 16 – Rummage Sale 
September 17 -  Sunday School Start-Up Day 
                           Blessing of Back Packs                           
                           Ice Cream Social  
September 25 – Church Council Meeting 
October 1   - New Members Class 
       
November 18 – 2017 Cabaret   
 
See the enclosed calendar for more church 
meetings and additional activities for 
September. 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The Youth Group went mini golfing in August 
and it was HOT so stopping for ice cream after 
was a must.  We would like to thank Family 
Ministries for such a nice Pot Luck picnic on 
August 20th as well.  The youth had a great 
time.  The Youth Group will be meeting every 
other Saturday at 10am at the church 
beginning September 2nd.  The schedule is as 
follows: September 2nd, 16th, 30th, October 
14th(corn maze), 28th, and November 11th.  

Hospitality is the practice of God’s 
welcome by reaching across 
differences to participate in God’s 
actions, bringing justice and healing  
to our world in crisis.” 
                     ~ Letty M Russell 
 
 

$$ -  News from  
the Finance Committee 

As we look to September and people coming 
back from vacations and visits, we have an 
exciting project in store for you.  You’ll be 
hearing more about it but basically it’s a project 
in which we purchase store cards at church to 
be used when shopping.  The church receives 
a percentage of the cost of each card. It won’t 
cost you anymore to shop but Fairview UMC 
will get refund checks from stores. When the 
holidays approach, gift cards you may typically 
buy can be purchased through us to support 
the church. Stay tuned for more details! 
 
~ Blenda Smith, Scribe 
 
 
Jesus invested his life for you.  
Have you shown any interest? 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 
There was no response to the request for input 
and suggestions regarding the continuation of 
the UM Men’s group.  For the immediate future 
there will be no monthly meetings of UMM.  It 
is hoped that sometime in the future the men 
will regroup.  There is a balance [approx $100] 
in the group’s account that must be used.  It 
has been suggested that the money be 
donated the the Sky Lake Campership Fund. 
 
~ Joe Coons, Co-Chair 
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     This summer has been super busy for the 
Food Pantry. Often in the summer, there is a 
decrease in how m any bags we hand out, but 
not this sumer!  We still averaged 30 bags a 
week!  Thank you for everyone who 
contributed with money, food and fresh veggies 
from your garden! 
     In July we had a very exciting Food Pantry 
Challenge where the men challenged the 
women of the congregation….and albeit close, 
the women won! Wow. What a success; we 
managed to stock up our shelves and have 
fun.  THANK YOU to Huff’s Ice Cream for 
donating yummy ice cream for our Sundae 
Party to wrap up the challenge.  There’s 
nothing better than sundaes on Sunday!!!   
     On a personal note, I will be stepping down 
as Food Pantry Co-Chair to free up some time 
for me to concentrate on Oscar.  Over the last 
4 ½ years this mission has opened my eyes in 
so m any ways.  Our church has so much love 
to give, and our community really soaks itup. 
We done Fairview!  Thank you for your support 
of this mission through the years. May God 
ocntinue to bless our church and this wonderful 
mission.   As always, if you want to be part of 
our Food Pantry, please speak up and we’ll 
see to it that there is a place for you…be it 
bagging up food on Sundays, shopping for the 
pantry, and/or being available on Mondays to 
distribute food.  See Sue Barton or any 
member of the Food Pantry to get involved! 
 
God’s love to each and every one of You! 
Michelle Newkirk and Sue Barton 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MISSION AND OUTREACH 

    Thank you to all those who helped this 
summer with the Read a Story – Take a Story:  
Karon Lewis, Donna and Leon Jicha, Carol 
Carpenetti, Nancy Price, Nathaniel Evans, 
Pastor Jan, Myrt Buchanan, Elizabeth Noonan, 
Phyllis Smith, Ellen Gardiner, Sue Barton and 
Robin Eastman and Carol’s daughter, Kimberly 
and granddaughter Maddy who brought some 
animals.  Could not have done it without all of 
your help!    After 2 years with lower numbers 
than what we would like, we have decided to 
look into other options.   
     Also, thanks to those who helped out with 
the National Night-Out at Fairview Park….I 
understand a good time was had by all. 
     The tally isn’t in yet but we have received 
many school supplies for Calvin Coolidge.  I 
am sure the teachers and students will be 
pleased. 
     NOW for the really BIG NEWS...beginning 
the third Thursday of October, the 19th, we will 
be starting a free meal here at Fairview UMC.  
Dinner will be served from 5-6 every third 
Thursday of the month.  We are serving soup, 
salads and desserts.  ANYONE interested in 
helping with this project, please contact Sue 
Boucher @ 724-5084 or sdb13903@hotmail.com 
Anyone is invited to come….church members, 
pantry families, neighbors and the list gones on 
and on….Jesus said…”Feed my sheep” and 
we will! 

~  Sue Boucher, Chair 

 


